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ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

E-note….
Dear fellow club
members,
As we gather with
family and friends to celebrate the holiday season, I am
reminded of the extraordinary people I am privileged to
meet who share the love of
theater and community.
Sharing these experiences
and opportunities with all of
you, my SCG Drama & Comedy Club family, has been so
rewarding.
Together we have done some
wonderful things and will
continue to grow. Our increasing membership with
their energy and talent has
merged perfectly with the
renewed involvement of our
seasoned members who offer
their valuable experience. We
continue to grow our audiences and the theater experience we give them, while continuously learning and having
fun doing it.
What a productive and fun
year 2019 has been at the
SCG Drama & Comedy Club
filled with focus, growth and
some firsts. Our club truly
has a place for everyone, be it
on stage, backstage, in the
wings, and yes sometimes in
the dark!
Together with our hardworking board, I send our
appreciation to each member
of every team. The club
wouldn’t be where we are
without the contributions
made by every one of our
members.

Purchase tickets!

Issue 3

The Santa Burglar Strikes Again
What good is a Santa who doesn’t believe he is Santa? Add
this believing Santa to a newly-wed couple with a wellmeaning husband secretly working a part-time job to buy
his new wife a special Christmas gift. Stir in a wellmeaning but pesty neighbor and her psychiatrist husband
Mark Banton
convinced to use hypnotism,
which affects all of the characters, and you have a
hilarious scenario and hit play, “Sorry! Wrong Chimney”. Adding to all this fun is Santa’s “helper” a big
hearted gun moll who just wants her “Santa baby” to
be happy and is willing to go along with the “licensed
psychiatrist”. If that’s not enough, one of New York’s
finest manages to get hot on the trail, creating some
Paula, Jim M. , Robin, Katie
pretty hot scenes of his own. Congratulations to the
cast: Harriet Fusaro and Howard Klemmer, TV hosts; Katie Iverson, Samantha Tuttle; Robin Weakland, Natalie Weldon; Jim Haubrich, David Tuttle;
David Sikes, William Weldon;
Mark Banton, Kris Kreigle;
Paula McKenny, Sheila; and
Jim Melzer, Policeman. Applause to Eileen Brooks, director, as well as the producer,
stage manager and the entire
crew.
David, Robin, Mark, Paula, Jim M., Katie, Jim H.
E-note….cont’d
Thank you for your involvement and support, your gifts of talent and time. We have
plenty of great things to look forward to in the coming year and we are very excited to
be kicking off our membership renewals for 2020.
May your holiday season be filled with joy and health and loved ones.
Here’s to a great New Year!

Eileen
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Cabaret Players
“Leave ‘em Laughing” did just

AUDITION NOTICES:
Our 21st Annual Variety Show

“Under the Big Top”

December 2 and December 6, 2019, 6pm

to 8pm at the Cimarron Club. Show us your
talents. Juggling, Unicycle, Clowns, Knife
throwing, Stilts, Singers, Skits, Comedians and all things
circus. Extras are needed for the midway. Contact: Kate
Heiser 623-544-7107 or kheiser2@cox.net.

CURIOUS SAVAGE
January 11, 2020: 11am - 1pm.
Ocotillo Room, Sonoran Plaza.

Contact Producer Kate Heiser 623-544-7107 or
kheiser2@cox.net.

CABARET PLAYERS MARCH 2020
“Grins ‘n Giggles”
February 7, 2020 - 9 to 11 a.m.
February 8, 2020 - 12 to 2 p.m.
Auditions held at the Cimarron Club. Contact
Diane Brenner 623-363-7647 or dianerusell01@cox.net.

Last summer we initiated a new
Summer Players Program, and our
first production, “Love Letters” was a
huge success. It had a very small
cast of two, as this program was initiated for small productions, with minimal set if any, and
minimal props. Performances will take place in the Cimarron Club with a cast between 1–5 and a max of 2-3
on stage at any one time.

that. All three nights were
a sell-out, with folks at
the door hoping to purchase unused tickets. To
the delight of the audiences, Jill Kirkpatrick and Joyce Greenberg opened
the show with an adorable vaudeville
type skit of a glamorous showgirl’s
performance followed by a not-soglamorous cleaning lady with her
own rendition of “Take it Off”!
Joyce and Jill
From Columbus (assisted by his wife) discovering
America, to a future society where comedy is forbidden, the players showed once again why this format is
so popular with our audiences. Congratulations (in
order of appearance) to: Ila Chanin, Jim Clark, Jim
Deckman, Gerri Staffiery, Barbara Park, Jan Krueger,
Gill Helvitson, Fern Bentkover, Rosalie Chapman,
John Kelleher, Linda LaPlant, Ralph Julianelle, Fred
Stenzel and Charlene Chapman Madden.

Summer
Players

The deadline to submit a proposed play is February 1,
2020. The Summer Players committee will select and
approve submitted productions by March 1, 2020. We
are pleased to announce there are two slots available for
summer of 2020, one in June and the other in August.

As a patron of the Sun City Grand
Drama and Comedy Club, you know
the excitement and joy of live theater.
As you prepare for the
holidays, please consider
SCG Drama and Comedy Club tickets
as that perfect holiday gift.
Our Club delivers some of the best entertainment
value in the west valley. Tickets to upcoming
shows, including 'Under the Big Top', 'Guys and
Dolls' and 'The Curious Savage' make wonderful
gifts for those you care about and appreciate.

Production proposals should be submitted to Kate
Heiser, Chair of the Summer Players Committee. The
proposal should address each of the guidelines, as well
as plans for direction, casting, promotion and technical
support. In place of a full program a one page flyer will
be printed. Marketing will be handled through CAM as
usual. The committee will help guide you through this
and provide you with any additional information.

Give the gift of live theater!
Tickets are available at
granddrama.com or the Activities
Desk at Sun City Grand.

Did you know that one of our members is a published author?

I know you have often seen her talking into a
headset. No she is not calling plays for the Cardinals (too bad, right?). Donna O'Donnell Figurski is one of our
stage managers, most recently on “Sorry! Wrong Chimney”. As important as being an active club member, Donna
also wears another important hat: that of a fulltime caregiver to her husband. Donna’s husband suffered a brain
injury, and she was thrown unexpectantly into that role, just as her dear husband unexpectantly suffered his injury.
Donna wrote her story to help those in similar situations. Her published book, Prisoners without Bars:
A Caregiver’s Tale, relays the many challenges Donna faced and the triumphs that came also. Most recently she
had an article published in Brain Injury HOPE Magazine.
You can read Donna’s article by clicking the following link: http://tbihopeandinspiration.com/November2019.pdf?
fbclid=IwAR0376uhHXKyb0HBEbgeZI4AQRagr5vKHv75eOtoIUPNgspL1lpulyDN-jA

December 2019
Page 3

Holiday Memories
I remember…the time David and I boycotted Thanksgiving Day and
escaped to the backroads of upstate New York only to come upon a
flock of turkeys strutting across an old farm road. Apparently, they
escaped too.
Donna O’Donnell Figurski
I was 10, my brothers were 8 and 5, and our Mom was in bed with
the flu. The tree was up but the presents were not wrapped, there
was no lavish dinner, and not a cookie in the house. Worst Christmas
ever!!
Janet Klann
My favorite Christmas memories as a child were the excitement of decorating our fresh tree, singing
carols around the piano, making Christmas cookies, and waking up Christmas morning and sharing the
day with my family.
Marka Gottlieb
The Christmas I got my first bicycle, it snowed six inches. And all day, I was forced to ride up and
down the hallway of the apartment building where we lived.
Bill Shields
We would gather at my brother-in-law’s house and everyone would sing as a group the 12 days of
Christmas. If any one person messed up the order, we would have to start all over again. The more
drinks the more do overs!
Jim and Sharon Costa
When I was very young my grandmother played Christmas carols on her piano, and encouraged me to
sing all of the songs for our family every Christmas. Wonderful memories for all.
Carol Brown
We had a family tradition allowing each of us kids to open one gift under the tree on Christmas Eve.
We all shook and squeezed to determine which that would be. I had a particularly light box, which
seemed to contain air, so of course that was my choice. In great anticipation, I opened up my first
bra! I was mortified, and all I can remember is my obnoxious 9 year old brother roaring with laughter, and rolling around the floor squealing with delight at my red face!
Pat Carnahan

The time we were at my aunt’s house cooking a turkey dinner for Christmas, and the power went out
all over Seattle. Thankfully my cousin’s chef husband was there and had no qualms finishing the dinner in the fireplace. Dinner was delicious - and just a little late!
Annie Banton
The time my mom & grandma took me to Macy’s in NYC to see Santa & after hours snaking through
the lines I took one look at him, froze & never saw a Santa again!
Cathy Brenner
When we were kids decorating the tree was never finished until icicles were done... my brother, 4
years older, would stand back and throw icicles on the top of the tree. Mom and I would come behind him and hang them one by one on each and every branch...of our real tree! Makes me smile to
remember!
Kay Ford
When I was a youngster my parents gave me a large wrapped box for Christmas. Upon shaking it I
thought it was a basketball which I really wanted. Upon opening it I found a world globe which was a
disappointment to say the least.
Joe Sinka
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Committee of Eight - Jan 2019
The 20th Annual Variety Show

Feb 2019

Cabaret Players “Funny Business”
- March 2019
The Philadelphia Story - March April 2019
Cabaret Players “Blooming
Comedy” - May 2019
Love Letters - August 2019
Drinking Habits - October
2019
Cabaret Players “Leave ‘em
Laughing” - November 2019
Sorry! Wrong Chimney November 2019

Note: This is a representation of the past year. It would take a book to include all who make each and every
production a success, and in no way is meant to exclude anyone. APPLAUSE to everyone!
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Announcing the cast of Guys and Dolls
Sarah
Sky
Nathan
Adelaide
General Cartright
Arvide
Jule
Nicely
Benny/ Joey Biltmore
Rusty
Lt. Brannigan
Director: Annie Banton
Harry the Horse
Producer: Kathy Marker
Angie the Ox
Stage Manager: Jill Kirkpatrick
Box Car Billie/Emcee
MARCH 20 - 22 &
Society Max
MARCH 27 - 29, 2020
Miami Mike
Gambler Nathan Detroit has few Calvin/SAS mission
options for the location of his big Agatha/SAS mission
craps game. Needing $1000 to
Martha/SAS mission
pay a garage owner to host the
Mission Band
game, Nathan bets Sky MasterHot Box
son that Sky cannot get a virtuHot Box
ous Sarah Brown out on a date.
Hot Box/Mimi
Despite some resistance, Sky neHot Box Vernon
gotiates a date with her in exchange for bringing folks into her Hot Box
Hot Box
mission.
Other/Runyonland/Waiter
For tickets:
Other/ Runyonland/Patron
www.granddrama.com
Other/Runyonland/Patron
Other/Runyonland/Patron
Welcome new members:
 David Cowles
 Ove Jakobsen
 Chuck Miller

Katie Iverson
Howard Klemmer
David Golden
Sandy Greenberg
Anne Cohen
Ed Rudolph
Mark Banton
Earle Greenberg
Terry Pierce
Roger Belieu
Bill Shields
Jim Haubrich
Daniel Harris
Mark Emerick
Art Podolsky
Norris Carpenter
Wendell Iverson
Harriet Fusaro
Pat Carnahan
Jeanne Rudolph
Robin Weakland
Carolyn Madison
Cathy Brenner
Pamela Kohnen
Suzanne Rosenthal
Ruth Carpenter
Stan Debber
Sunnie Sapperstein
Fred Stenzel
Marka Gottleib

Look for a suggestion box at all meetings. All suggestions will be considered
and published.

 Randall Nottenkamper

 Join one of the most enjoyable and friendly clubs in Grand, where there is
a place for everyone! Visit www.granddrama.com for more info.

 Nick Scovill

 Like us on Facebook. Search Grand Drama.
 Check out the events on our Drama Club calendar

