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E-note… 

Dear Fellow Club Members, 

On behalf of the entire 

Board, we wish you the best 

of holiday seasons. 

As you celebrate the season we hope it 

is filled with joy and peace, surround-

ed by loved ones and friends with a 

spirit of hope, laughter and good tid-

ings. 

We look forward to a new year -  a 

new chapter in our lives! New begin-

nings are always exciting and an op-

portunity to grow, have new adven-

tures and create new memories.  

We are grateful to have you in our 

lives. 

Peace and blessings to each and every-

one of you. 

Eileen 

 “As the last curtain falls on a spent year, a 
New Year pirouettes to center stage with the 
elegance and charm of a prima ballerina – 

and delivers the promise of peace, hope, 
love and joy.” 

― Peggy Toney Horton 

SOLD OUT PERFORMANCES: 
“It’s Time to Laugh Again”  

 
Our first Cabaret Players’ show of the season proved everyone 
agreed it was time to laugh again.  Gerry and Dave Seaburg 
opened the show with their enthusiastic welcome to sold out 
shows.  People were ready to laugh again, and the theme not 
only indicated how wonderful it was to laugh again, but fea-
tured plays from past years.  Before the show began, Gerry and 
Dave had the audience laughing as they bantered back and 
forth. 

The Speeding Ticket - Directed by 
Joyce Stern Greenberg,  with  
Charlene Chapman Madden as Star-
light, Don Greenberg as Officer Brody, 
and Sharon Costa as Officer Ellen, 
kicked off the show.  Poor Don, hood-
winked by 
Charlene’s 
character, 

who then convinced Sharon’s char-
acter she was innocent, left him 
more than perplexed.  A fun twist for 
the audience! 

The Ketchup Bottle - Directed by Ralph 
Julianelle, with Ralph and Dave Seaburg play-
ing two friends in a restaurant.  While Dave ate 
his meal, Ralph’s character amused himself 
with peeling off 
the ketchup bottle 
label.  One of our 
veteran actors, 
Ralph became the 

most annoying person ever while 
you could see the steam getting 
ready to burst from the top of Dave’s head! 
 
Gin and Tonic - Directed by Stan Debber , with Ila Chanin as 
Olive and Norris Carpenter as Stan. Olive (Ila ) thought Stan 

(Norris) was 
confused. Her 
office was not 
the dating 
service. Stan 
insisted he 
was in the 

right place. He knew what he wanted. 
See Cabaret  p. 2 

https://www.granddrama.com/tickets.html
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Once upon a time, we all sent and received dozens 
of Christmas cards each season. I remember as a 
young married couple how we would carefully log 
all cards received and sent on lists that tracked 
them year to year. We watched for any new ones to 
ensure that we reciprocated. And we watched for 
anyone who stopped sending to us at least two 
years in a row and would then stop sending to 
them. It was easy to be cynical and note via the 
mailing dates which people had planned to stop 
the exchange, but lost their nerve when they re-
ceived one from us.  I knew because we did the 
same thing!  

As a teenager I had been oblivious to this whole 
process, except for how Mom would string the 

Cabaret (con’t) 
 
Persistence can go a  long way;  however, Olive kept her cool 
and her position.  Will Olive and Stan get that gin and tonic? 
This rib tickler was directed by debut director, Stan Debber.  
 
A  Slight Misunderstanding - Directed by Gerry Seaburg, 

with Barbara Park 
as Janet, Irene 
Richie as Maude, 
Rosalie Chapman as 
Harriet, and Gerry 
Seaburg as Mom.  

 

cards received and loop them across the entryway 
into the kitchen. Sandy and I did the same thing 
most years back then. 

For the first ten years or so of our marriage, from 
the mid-1960s to the mid-1970s, we received a 
Christmas card each year from a couple named 
Thelma and Lefty. And each year I would ask Sandy 
to remind me again who these people were. She 
would patiently explain that Thelma was a cousin of 
“Grandpa Fitz” (Fitzhenry,) her maternal grandfa-
ther, who had already passed away. She hadn’t seen 
Thelma for many years and didn’t remember ever 
meeting Lefty. 

For a few years after the mid-1970s the cards were 
signed only by Thelma, and we knew that Lefty 
must have died. The year finally came when there 
was no card from Thelma at all, and we knew she 
was gone, too.  

Along the way, I gained an appreciation for the little 
lifelines that these Christmas card rituals represent-
ed. My cynicism was revived, however, during my 
last working years when a client’s computer faith-
fully sent Holiday Greetings to my computer.  

I knew they had never met. 

Along the Way     by Tom Zades 

“On Stage, Back Stage, A Place for Every-

one”...not just what we say.  

 It’s who we are!! 

1. Hospitality: Tom and Sandy Zades, 
Barbara and Garry Solmonson 
 
2. Lights:  Len          
Weakland 
 

3. Make-Up: Joan 
Brenner, Sandy 
Nonas and Jackie 
Taylor 

 
 
4. Producers:  
 Dave and Gerry Seaburg 

Contact: tomzades@gmail.com 
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Sometimes misunderstandings can be downright funny. When 
Janet (Barbara) shares her good news about a new addition to 
her family, her friends, Harriet (Rosalie) and Maude (Irene) 
are shocked. Is Janet really go-
ing to keep her new addition in 
the laundry room and use news-
papers on the floor instead of 
diapers? With each line, this 
slight misunderstanding be-
tween friends, had the audience laughing out loud!  

Congratulations to the cast, producers and directors and all the 
fabulous crew for bringing laughter back to our “Cabaret”! 

7 

11 

5. Props: BJ Homchick and Joan Brenner 
6. Mics/Sound: Richard Maxwell and Ove 
Jakobson 
7. Sound: Linda Jakobson 
8. Sound Effects: Jill Kirkpatrick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Ushers: Judy 

 Owens, and Ruth 

Carpenter 

10. Photographer: 

Donna O’Donnell  

Figursky 

11.Stage Managers 

Richard and  

Martha White 
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2021-22 Drama Club Main Stage Calendar 

Play/Performance Date 

“The Unexpected Guest” December 9, 10, 11, 12, 2021                      

“Guys and Dolls”  
February 10-13 & 18-20, 

2022 

“The Outsider” March 10, 11, 12, 13, 2022                     

“The 22nd Annual  
Variety Show”   

April 7, 8, 9, 10, 2022 

  THE PLAYS 

The Unexpected Guest by Agatha Christie: When a 
stranger runs his car into a ditch in dense fog in South 
Wales and makes his way to an isolated house, he dis-
covers a woman standing over the dead body of her 
wheelchair-bound husband, gun in her hand. She ad-
mits to murder, and the unexpected guest offers to help 
her concoct a cover story.  But is it possible that Laura 
Warwick did not commit the murder after all? If so, who 
is she shielding? The house seems full of possible sus-
pects. 
Director: Van Rockwell 
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl  
Stage Managers: Donna O'Donnell Figurski and 
Barbara Solmonson  
 
Guys and Dolls, music/lyrics by Frank Loesser.  All the 
hot gamblers are in town, and they're all depending on 
Nathan Detroit to set up this week's incarnation of "The 
Oldest Established Permanent Floating Crap Game in 
New York"; the only problem is, he needs $1000 to get 
the place. Throw in Sarah Brown, who's short on sin-
ners at the mission she runs; Sky Masterson, who ac-
cepts Nathan's $1000 bet that he can't get Sarah Brown 
to go with him to Havana; Miss Adelaide, who wants 
Nathan to marry her; Police Lieutenant Brannigan, who 
always seems to appear at the wrong time.  
Director: Annie Banton 
Producer: Kathy Marker 
Stage Managers:  Jill Kirkpatrick, Flo Katcher, and 
Sharon Costa. 
 
The Outsider by Paul Slade Smith  is a political satire/
fairy tale about an honest, competent, humble guy who 
becomes governor.  Ned Newley doesn’t even want to be 
Governor. He’s terrified of public speaking; his poll 
numbers are impressively bad. To his ever-supportive 
Chief of Staff, Ned seems destined to fail. 
But political consultant Arthur Vance sees things differ-
ently: Ned might be the worst candidate to ever run for 
office. Unless the public is looking for… the worst candi-
date to ever run for office.  
Director: Eileen Brooks  
Producer: Kathy Marker  
Stage Manager:  Leanne Evans 
 

The 22nd Annual Variety Show.  Creator and Di-
rector, Joyce Stern Greenberg, promises an entertaining 
show featuring music and performances spanning 100 
years of show business. 
Director: Joyce Greenberg  
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl 
Stage Manager:  Donna O’Donnell Figursky 

Larry Anderson and his crew as 

they put the finishing touches 

on a special window for “The 

Unexpected Guest”.   The 

play is one you won’t want to 

miss, a truly classic Agatha 

Christie murder mystery. 

‘When a stranger runs his car into a ditch in dense fog in 

South Wales and makes his way to an isolated house, he 

discovers a woman standing over the dead body of her 

wheelchair-bound husband, gun in her hand. But the wom-

an’s dazed confession is anything but convincing and the 

unexpected guest decides to help.  A tangled web of lies re-

veals family secrets and chilling motives, and why every 

member of the family becomes a suspect to the killing’.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

LAST WEEK          

OF 

REHEARSAL! 

 

 

Tickets on sale NOW! 

  PURCHASE HERE 

OPENING DECEMBER 9, 2021 - 7 p.m. 

ROLE NAME 

Laura Warwick Robin Weakland 
Michael Starkwedder David Sikes 

Miss Bennett Judy Shields 
Mrs. Warwick Sandy Greenberg 

Henry Angell Bob Downing 
Jan Warwick Terry Pierce 

Inspector Thomas Dan Meiller 
Sergeant Cadwallader Bill Griffith 

Julian Farrar Mark Banton 

https://www.granddrama.com/tickets.html
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Not too late to buy 

tickets 

Contact Jolene 

Nerdahl at 

janerdahl@yahoo.com 

WELCOME NEW and returning  

MEMBERS! 
Larry Connor   Teresa Connor 

Stuart Insler   Eileen Joy  

Jacquie Ohanesian  LaWanda Price 

  Kathy Silvers  

LAUGH  

lines 

A senior visiting with her son asked if he had a newspaper. Her son admonished her about be-
ing behind the times and handed her an iPad. The woman later told her friend “That fly never 
knew what hit him!” 

Dec. 16th WƻƘƴ wǳǎƘǘƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ п 

!ǊƭŜƴŜ .ƛǊƴōŀǳƳ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ с 

5ƻƴƴŀ  hϥ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ CƛƎǳǊǎƪƛ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ т 

bŀƴŎȅ aǳǎƭƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ у 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ IŀǊǊƛǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мс 

{ǳǎŀƴ IŀȅǳƴƎŀ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нл 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ IŜŘŜƳŀǊƪ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нл 

Wƛƭƭ YƛǊƪǇŀǘǊƛŎƪ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нл 

YŀǘƘǊȅƴ aŀǊƪŜǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нн 

wǳǘƘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ но 

aŀǊǎƘŀ /ƻƘƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нт 

WǳŘȅ {ƘƛŜƭŘǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ол 

 

 

     The Used Doll 

by Tom Zades 

Not a Christmas goes by that I don’t 
think about the story that Mom used 
to tell every year as I was growing up. 
She and her nine sisters and three 
brothers were raised during the de-
pression. As first-generation Irish 
immigrants, they had very little, to 

be sure. The only present Mom wanted for Christmas one 
year was a doll like the one her older sister had. How it 
must break a mother’s heart not to be able to make a girl 
happy on Christmas morning.  

As Mom remembers it, she opened the present with her 
name on it and found a doll, but quickly recognized it as 
her sister’s. Her mother had tried to clean it up and put 
some different material on it, hoping it would at least 
make her happier than receiving no doll at all. 

Mom said that within a few days she was already regret-
ting the tantrum she had thrown about receiving a hand-
me-down doll. But it was years before she understood 
how much it pained her parents not to be able to give her 
a new doll for Christmas, and how much worse she made 
them feel that Christmas morning.  

I have a few black and white photos of Christmas morn-
ings during my own childhood that show my absolute de-
light with a new bike or a cowboy outfit. My folks had no 
money for such things, but they did it anyway. They even-
tually lost our little house, because they couldn’t make the 
mortgage payment, but my brother and I were more im-
portant, even if only for those brief hours or those few 
days. Mom and Dad have been gone for many years now, 
but they left a living place in my heart through the choices 
they made all those years ago. 

Note:  Picture above is Tom and his younger brother Donald in their 
Christmas cowboy outfits. 

Donald and Tommy   

From Jolene Nerdahl:  

“Every Christmas Eve we tried to join my parents, sisters 
and their families in MN when we lived in Maryland, Texas 
and Colorado.  Here's my parents, 2 sons and niece and 
nephews, along with the first great grandchild (my young-
est son's son!!).  Visits to the National Botanical Gardens 
(buildings were made of seeds and natural fibers). 

From Annie Banton: Santa talking to children at Children’s 
Hospital, Tacoma, WA. 

yes, it’s him.. 

2018 Grand Memories 

 from Cathy Pierce: 

 
Terry and I performed together in a play 

within a play with the late and wonderful 

Joy Bingham Strimple, “The Games A 

Foot”.   


