February 2020

ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

Dear club members,
Thank you all for your
concern, support and well
wishes cheering me on in
recovering from my fall. You have
my heartfelt gratitude.
It’s hard to believe it has been 10
months since I became president,
and about the same amount of time
since we held several brainstorming
sessions with our board and members that helped shape our goals for
this year. We have seen so much
accomplished with the work done by
our board and 29 committees. It is
an amazing tribute to people committing themselves and working
together. We can be very proud of
our club and its members’ commitment to having fun and continuous
improvement.
Some of the accomplishments we
have achieved are:
1.

A new space for Set Design/
Construction and props

2. A club newsletter
3. Regular communications from
the board via email
4. Entertainment at gatherings
and the offering of outside entertainment events (plays and
musical selections)
5.

More robust marketing

10. First time collaboration with
the SCG Fitness Department to
offer dance classes and reach
out to the community.
We have increased our membership, added new stage design
techniques, created user-friendly
financial reports and a process calendar to keep us on track while
staying financially healthy. There
are more projects in the works.
You will be receiving a survey later
this month - a 6-month check up on
our goals. Please participate and
return it. Your input is important.
There is an election coming up for
the vice president and 3 members-at-large positions. I know
we all have busy lives, and it might
seem taking on one of these positions a daunting demand on your
time. If you are considering running, I invite you to attend the next
board meeting on February 17,
2020 at 11:30 AM in the Mediterranean room, Palm Center, or call me
directly if you have questions at 623
-760-7317.
I am privileged to be the club’s
president and will do my best to
keep it fun, robust and growing,
and always mindful it takes all of
us.
“On Stage, Back Stage, A Place for
Everyone”

Issue 5

ONCE UPON A TIME IN HOLLYWOOD
oops, Surprise, there was a small, dark,
cramped, airless space
where all the Drama
Club props were stored.
That wasn’t all, the construction crew housed
construction materials,
old sets, tools, etc. in
their personal garage
woodshops and other
spaces. It looked like
this...THEN
In late summer of 2019 it became more apparent to the Drama Club Board that the
production of sets and properties was in dire
need to have a single space where all preperformance preparations could be assembled. A search of suitable
rental properties that fit
the needs and budget
with 24/7 access was
found in Goodyear. After
making a presentation to
the board, the lease was
signed and all sets, materials, properties and
paint were consolidated
by the construction volunteers at the end of September. Fortunately we had connections with “The Old Broads
Moving Company”* who spent days sorting
and packing up props from that old storage
area. On September 24th they sprang into
action to pack it up. It filled a huge tractor
trailer, packed to the brim.
Cont’d on page 2 STORAGE

6. Electronic surveys and voting
7.

A new tech committee to assist
us in our electronic endeavors

8. Distribution of board agendas
and board minutes posted on
the web site
9. Partnering with Grand Learning

All tickets are on sale now!

Purchase!
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STORAGE (cont’d from p. 1)
The crew had built storage racks from unused panels and leftover lumber and the
storage racks previously used for properties were adequate at the new site. Approximately $300 was spent on a chop saw, a band saw, a workbench and a shop
vac. Work lights, a compressor and peg board for
tool storage were donated .

Larry Anderson at saw

The new facilities provided construction space to
build and modify panels, doors, and stone and brick
Nice and Neat Props
walls and other items needed for our productions. It is
from a very reliable source we learned 4 periaktoi will be designed and constructed in this very space! This will be an astounding feat, sure to amaze our
audiences. This would have been impossible when the crew had to move items to
and from the woodshop, personal garages and rented storage spaces during construction. Now space is adequate to store all our properties and make any needed
repairs at this facility, as well as an organized area for all our props.
Once upon a time in Goodyear, we’re able to build Hollywood.

*TOBMC Joy Kreick, Carol Brown, Arlene Birnbaum, Leanne Evans, Sandy Greenberg and Pauline Klemmer
Gary Leonard at table

Note from editor: Many thanks for contributions
from Larry Anderson and Pauline Klemmer for this article.

MEMBERS OUT AND ABOUT

On a recent trip to Cuba, Jeff Martini and Pat Halon in front of the stage of one of the oldest theaters in Cuba. And, of course he tells us they did a
scene together from a recent play!
“Let’s Make Music” Game Show – March 23,
2020. This could be a fun team event for our
club. Look for details in Grand Lifestyles.
Let’s get a few teams to compete!

Jill Kirkpatrick - 2nd from left
Representing Sun City Grand, Jill Kirkpatrick and
the ladies team from SCG are competing in the USTA
65 & Over National Invitational Tournament in Orlando, FL. The first day of the event was January 31,
2020, and Jill reported they won their first match.
Unfortunately they lost their second match but are
still hopeful and competing.
Congratulations for getting to that level ladies by winning your regional tournament!
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FEBRUARY: the month we celebrate Joy and Love.

“If you carry joy in your heart, you can heal any moment.” ~ Carlos Santana
SOME JOYOUS EXPERIENCES FROM MEMBERS
ASTRIDE THE DANUBE IN BUDAPEST

by John Kelleher

One city from two, Buda and Pest. Buda on the

heights, the northeastern frontier of the Roman Empire
marked by the ruins of Aquincum; Pest on the plains
below and home to the ancestral Celtic tribes for many
of today’s Hungarians. Each warily watched the other
across the expanse of the Danube. Neither built a
bridge or a pub to share a Hungarian beer or Roman
wine. That came later in
the city’s history.
Today it is Budapest, the
capital of Hungary, joined
through the stretch of several bridges unified as one
culture in a single nation.
Parliament at Night
Linda and I spent several
delightful days here in the summer of 2017, enjoying
the welcome of the Hungarian people, their cuisine,
subdued but happy night life, and the city’s fantastic
architectural marvels, many the work of Emperor Franz
-Joseph during his generally benevolent reign over
what was then the Austria-Hungary Empire.

The generations over the centuries have left
their legacies for touring sightseers to drink in
and admire today. On the Pest side is the Hungarian National Parliament, Andrassy Avenue, St.
Stephen’s Basilica, Heroes Square, Szechenyi
Baths (largest such complex in Europe), Vajdahunyad Castle, the Dohany Street Synagogue,
Great Market Hall (hundreds of vendors). We
ended our days with an evening meandering the
Danube Promenade, a night cap in one of the
many cafes or a gelato
treat, mingling with
the local folks.
Sauntering over
the Chain Bridge,
opening in 1849 as the
first permanent and
most famous bridge
spanning the Danube, Hungarian Hussars On Parade
initiates a stroll among
the sights of Buda (ascend to its heights in the
handy funicular) – the Castle District Walk introduces one to the main attractions and many
choices for a truly fine Hungarian lunch, Buda
Castle, (home of kings and emperors), Matthias
Church, Fisherman’s Bastion,
Cont’d on page 4

FROM ATHENS TO THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY

by Ruthanne and Jim Haubrich

June 2019 Jim and Ruthanne Haubrich, Howard and Pauline Klemmer,

and Garry and Barbara Solmonson, six good friends and Drama Club
members, decided to travel abroad for a vacation that also encompassed
some historical value. Jim was the architect of the trip, with some pointed help from Howard.
The Parthenon, Greece
Their first stop on the journey was in Athens, visiting the Acropolis and environs for two days. The ruins were, as would be imagined, beautiful and well-maintained. The
exquisite isle of Santorini, located on an ancient volcano, was their next stop for a week. They stayed in a cliffside villa with a spectacular view of the ocean and magnificent sunsets. According to Ruthanne, they had
gourmet breakfasts every day, which included all manner of meats, cheeses, and cereals...all at no extra
charge.
Our visitors found the food, which was mostly of the Mediterranean variety, plentiful and wonderful, and
the people very accommodating. There were no language difficulties in the tourist areas they frequented. Santorini has lots of shopping areas, but tends to be very crowded when the cruise ships are in. It also has
lots and lots of steps, which could be problematic for those with infirmities or just plain old bones.
An interesting discovery: In Santorini, Americans and Canadians are no
longer considered "The Ugly Americans". They are thought of, and highly regarded, as appreciative. The pejorative name now seems to be held by the
nouveau-riche Russians and Asians who are loud, pushy, and demanding of
services, while expecting said services to be free. From Santorini, the six travelers flew into Paris for a short stay, a good meal or two, and drove to Normandy for a week during the 75th anniversary of the famed D-Day landings.
Their accommodations in Normandy, a house, was directly on Gold
Blue Domes of Santorini
Beach, one of the D-Day landing beaches. The ocean was only steps away from
their rooms. Many hours were spent on a bench in front of the house where they could look at the ocean and
imagine the young men (mostly boys, actually) packed into the landing crafts being fired upon
Cont’d on page 4
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BUDAPEST (cont’d)

Hungarian National Museum, Gellert Hill, home to
Hungary’s Statue of Liberty (erected in 1945 to celebrate liberation by Soviet “heroes” from Nazi control).
The inscription changed in 1986 in recognition of Hungary’s new status as an autonomous nation which
reads, “In memory of all those who sacrificed their
lives for the independence, freedom, and prosperity of
Hungary”.
We soon became aware of some “local knowledge”
when our solicitous innkeeper insisted on calling a taxi
for us. It was not to
ensure that we obtained an “honest
cabbie” but to verify
that we had a “sober
one”. The city also
boasts fine public
transportation
and
the
newly-popular
The Blue Danube River
“hop on, hop off” buses found
in
every major city in the world which attracts multitudes
of visitors and tourists.
A visit to Budapest is incomplete without the “after
dark” boat cruise up and down the Danube. All the
main buildings are highlighted with spotlights, tastefully illuminated. The city on both river banks speaks of
beauty, majesty, and pride.
Some reputable tour guides rate Budapest among
the top 3 European capital cities to visit. We concur
and able only to touch on a few of the city’s many fine
attractions in this brief article.
And, yes, the Danube really is blue as proclaimed
by composer Johann Strauss.

NORMANDY (cont’d)

by German forces on the beach. Nowhere to hide, no place
to go except right into the barrage of firearms.
Some horrific data: Many of the tragic deaths that occurred in the landings were not, as might be thought, attributable to German firepower. Due to the fact that the
soldiers were weighted down with arms, ammo, heavy
boots, and clothing that absorbed water readily, they
drowned in the high tide coming in as they tried to maneuver their way out of the boats and onto the beach. Sadly
they drowned.
During this week, the three couples were very pleased
to note that at every museum, battleground, WW II landmark, and landing beach, there were groups of French
schoolchildren whose teachers were informing them about
D-Day and how the Americans/Canadians/British liberated them. They wanted the children to understand how
close they came to losing their freedom.
The American Cemetery, with its thousands of markers, was also visited. While there was understandably a
great deal of emotional tugging affecting our travelers, they
all felt this was one of the most worthwhile places they had
ever visited. Jim and Ruthanne intend to return to the area again this May.
One last word about food.
Generally speaking, the food in the Normandy area was
quite good; however, there was not a mashed or baked potato to be found anywhere. French fries came with every
meal!

Cathy Brenner and Terry
Pierce have announced they
are to be married on May 28,
2020 in upstate New York.
What began as a friendship
while they were performing
in SCG’s Guys and Dolls together in 2009, continued for
many years and they became
engaged in 2016.

The Drama Club is proud to announce
that Vice President, Jolene Nerdahl, has been selected to
serve a two-year term on the SCG
Chartered Club Peer Group Council.
The council consists of 12 members
and rotates 6 members off every year.
Jolene was interviewed in early January for one of the open positions and
will begin her term on February 1st.
Jolene is finishing her 6th term as Drama Club vice president this year.

After performing together
for many years in musicals, concerts and variety
show performances, this year it comes full circle as
they will be on stage once again in the 2020 “Guys
and Dolls” musical this March and become partners
for life in May, 2020.

The Council provides mentorship, guidance, and leadership for Chartered
Club Officers, and helps foster consistent interpretation and
application of the Chartered Club Policies and Procedures. The group works with and is a conduit to Lorena Nieto, Activities Manager, and conducts the monthly Club President's meeting.

Happy New Year 2020
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CONGRATULATIONS! Cast of “The Curious Savage”
Name

Character

Rosalie Chapman

Florence

Harriet Fusaro

Fairy

Pat Halon

Mrs. Savage

Paula McKenney

Lily Belle

Director Helene
Benigno

Jeff Martini

Titus

Dan Meiller

Jeff

Producer Kate Heiser

Sherry Miller

Miss Willie

Peter Nonas

Dr. Emmet

Stage Mgr. Donna
O’Donnell
Figurski

David Seaburg

Hannibal

Gerry Seaburg

Miss Paddy

Chris Ulbrich

Samuel

Nothing happening?... Oh Please!
Not in the Drama Club!
Thanks to Joyce Greenberg (Outside Activities), members were able to get discounted tickets to see “The
Christmas Carol” in December, and “La Cage aux Folles”
in January. A total of 44 members shared good fellowship, good food and great theater!
But that’s not all. We held auditions for “The Curious
Savage”, and rehearsals for “Guys and Dolls” began right
after the new year. Production meetings have been held
for GND, and the set design team, construction crews,
props department, costumers and make up teams are all
busy working on set designs and transforming our actors
into a bunch of gamblers, sinners, night club entertainers
and Cuban dancers, plus a mission band to keep everyone from “Rocking the Boat”!
Wouldn’t you like to join all this fun activity? Help build
our club while you help construct the body of work we
call a play. There is a place for everyone!

Welcome New and Returning Members:
George Barilla

Vivi Tran-Hovis

Regina Durlak

Peggy Whitlow

Dena Page

Bonnie Walker

Gene Simmons

Diane Wada

We need volunteers for dressers, makeup and costume
assistance (construction, fitting and alterations) for all
our productions. Go to our website to volunteer at
www.granddrama.com

The Circus Has Arrived!
Don’t miss out on what people will be talking about!
The SC Grand Drama & Comedy Club proudly presents the 2020 Variety Show,
“Under the Big Top”, 7:00 p.m. February 21, 22, 28, 29 and 3:00 p.m. February 23 and March 1, 2020. Singing, dancing, comedy skits, and perhaps
some things you’ve never seen in a circus, or anywhere else! And a real midway!
For tickets: go to www.granddrama.com or the Sun City Grand Activities Desk.

AUDITION NOTICE - CABARET PLAYERS
“Grins ‘n Giggles”
February 7, 2020 - 9 to 11 a.m.
February 8, 2020 - 12 to 2 p.m.
Auditions will be held at the Cimarron Club.
For info, contact producers:
Leanne Evans 630-809-9200 or
Betty Helvitson 480-395-5758.

Interested in joining one of the most enjoyable and friendly
clubs in Grand? Visit www.granddrama.com for more info.
Do you have an article for the newsletter? Submit ideas to
Pat Carnahan at pac2maui@gmail.com or Ila Chanin at
chaninrn@hotmail.com.
Follow us on Facebook or search Grand Drama.

On Stage, Back Stage, A Place for Everyone

