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ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

E-note….
Yes, time goes by when
you’re having fun!
The production season
for 2019-2020 has two
remaining mainstage, and two Cabaret Players’ productions. It has and
still is a busy season. We are having
a great season and expect Guys
and Dolls, with a cast of almost 30
and Curious Savage will be as
successful as was Drinking Habits, Sorry Wrong Chimney and
The Variety Show. We all can be
very proud of our work.
The productions have been chosen
for the 2020-2021 season and we
hope to have directors in place before the end of March, and auditions
for the first two plays directly after.
The titles are Farce of Nature,
The Unexpected Guest, The
Outsider and I Love You, Your
Perfect, Now Change. We thank
the play Selection Committee for
their work. I encourage everyone
who wants to be on the main stage
to read the plays and audition! Each
production has at least 8 roles.
It’s also hard to believe that in two
months I have completed my first
year as president. It seems to have
gone by in a flash. We have accomplished so much as a club and it is
gratifying to see so many olunteering and contributing, 28 committees
thriving, members getting involved
and having fun and enjoying the
company of 100 members at our
social gatherings. We have a new
workspace for set design, and a new
dance partnership with fitness. I
am grateful to a focused hardworking board that strives to do their
best on the club’s behalf.

The Circus Came to Town and What a Show!
From the moment SC Grand patrons entered through
the doors into the midway they were transported to
“Under the Big Top”, our circus themed Variety Show.
Larry Anderson and his set crew built
carnival game stands, where folks could
win a prize. Greeting those entering, the
robust voice of Fred Stenzel enticed all
to step right up for a fun evening. The
laughter and chatter in the midway sounded like a party was going
on — and it was! Greeting the crowd was the strong man, the
bearded lady, and a tattooed beauty. And did I mention CLOWNS? Oh yes,
there was an abundance of clowns. Story on page 3 about the clown makeup.
Once seated, the audience was greeted by Jim Haubrich, our resident Ring Master, and the show began. The sold out show, produced and directed by Kate
Heiser, and guided throughout by Stage Manager, Donna O’Donnell Figurski,
did not disappoint. From the special appearance of Charlie Chaplin
(Howard Klemmer), to the mesmerizing vocals of Harriet Fusaro,
Adam Nunez, Katie Iverson, Mark Banton, Vicki Roundtree, Robin
Weakland and Joyce Greenburg. And CLOWNS! Ruth Carpenter and
Art Podolsky were so charming as they performed their duet. Sporting such a wild hairdo, Art played hard to get to admiring Ruth. The
song, “Razzle Dazzle” performed by Byron Brothers and his
“assistant”, Diane Brenner, was delightful. Diane
showed one can have a stage presence without uttering a sound!
“Take it Off”, a song written by Jerry Herman, showcased a very
sexy lady, Jill Kirkpatrick, performing her routine. Shortly after,
the stage cleaning lady appeared, Joyce Greenberg, picking up
the leftover props to give her spirited rendition of “Put it Back
On”. The entertaining twist was created and choreographed by
Joyce. Joyce also wrote and performed, “So You Want To Be A
Grandette”, a spirited vocal desire to be one of our extraordinary
Grandette dancers. Our spectacular “Grandettes” once again
gave us eight show stopping performances. The stunning costumes glittered under the lights,
while the upbeat music framed
the exquisite and perfectly executed choreography. cont’d on p.2

If you aren’t currently involved in
some area of the club activities, I
encourage you to do so. Your contribution is important, you’ll have a
great time! "No one can whistle a

symphony. It takes a whole orchestra to play it." – H.E. Luccock
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“The two most important days in your life are the day you were born
and the day you find out why”. ~ Mark Twain
Circus cont’d

Barbara Park began her rousing song “Get Happy”
and soon provided her rendition of how many reasons
we might have to feel that way. The
custom lyrics drew laughter and delight from the crowd. Did we mention CLOWNS!
Yes indeed, Jill Kirkpatrick, Mark
Emerick, Sally Orr and Dick
McCurdy took over the stage in
“Clowning Around”, and made us
remember how good it feels to laugh
at silly. Silly
and simple belly laughter is so
good for the soul. Thank you to
those silly clowns for the laughter.
Stu Insler delighted the audience
in his appearance as “baby”. Fred
Stenzel and Linda LaPlant, the
proud parents, had a bit of trouble with the wandering baby as
they sang, “Baby Face”.
John Koller delivered his words of wisdom in his usual way, prompting one to question his reason and ra-

tionale. None the less, John gave the audience many
reasons to laugh out loud as he relayed his life experiences with his usual comical spin.
Later in Act II we saw the debut of a new comedian in
our club. Who would have thought, Jeff Martini, who
has appeared in many stage productions in serious
roles, possessed such fatuous gems! As always, Jeff
played the role to perfection. People were heard repeating some of Jeff’s jokes as they left the show; perhaps to
be heard again at a future cocktail party!
A new vocalist, Vicki Roundtree graced
the stage with her eloquent rendition of
“Cowboys and Clowns”.
Tom Copeland, our beloved WWII veteran, recited (from memory) a
beautiful tribute to the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Each word and its meaning left all patriotic hearts burning with
pride. Thank you Tom.
Sharon Costa, we missed you!

E-note….cont’d
You have received a mid-year survey
to ensure we are on the right track.
So far, we have had about 90 responses with some good suggestions
we will consider. The results will be
published in mid-March 2020. If you
haven’t completed the survey, please
do. It’s important we have your
feedback.
We will schedule another brainstorming session in April to keep our
commitment to continuous improvement and make plans for next year. If
you would like to participate, please
email me at efranpro@cox.net.
I sincerely thank you for your support of the Board and to each other,
and your contributions to the club.
It “shows”!

Eileen
"It is literally true that you can succeed
best and quickest by helping others to
succeed." –Napolean Hill

Applause photography credits: Cathy Brenner
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Creating Clowns
On February 13th, Sunnie Saperstein, hosted a
gathering of drama club members who had volunteered to do make-up for the Variety Show.
Spread out on her dining table were pictures of
clowns. The ladies, used to transforming actors
into characters with eye
shadow and lipstick were
going to create clowns for
the Variety Show. Attending
the meeting was Kate
Heiser, the producer and director who announced,
“there will be a lot of
clowns”.
Welcoming the
challenge they
studied the pictures
and discussed how
they would create a
very important and
visible component
of the circus — the
clowns! No one
was “clown
trained”.

To the delight of all
those who became clowns in the circus, the ladies
in the make-up room rocked it!

Asked to comment about
doing makeup
for the Drama
Club, Sunnie
replied, “It is a
very big job,
but when I
look at the cast when I am done, I am very
proud of my work.

Sandy Nonas, who
heads the make-up
team for Cabaret Players, and Assistant Stage
Manager, was asked
what she likes about doing make-up. “I think
the ladies are terrific,
and they enjoy me doing
it as much as I enjoy
doing it for them. It is the one thing I can be
a little creative with”.

Sunnie Saperstein

Jan Krueger

Joan Brenner

Sandy Nonas

Ila Chanin

Judy Otteson

Pat Carnahan

Rykee Petrotta

Anne Cohen

Jackie Taylor

Gina Durlak
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Pronouncing Periaktoi,
Just What is It?
by Pauline Klemmer

We’re doing something totally new
we’ve never done before. The director of our
musical “Guys and Dolls”, Annie Banton,
had a vision to use a projection on the backstage wall of a New York City street scene, enhanced by four “PERIAKTOI”, (it’s French)
otherwise known as “legs”, to bring the scenery into a three-dimensional reality. And
when you want your vision to become a reality, who do you call? You call Set Design!

each leg. This will be painted by hand this year
as a test run, to see how well the legs work out.
Since handling a 10 ft. high piece would be difficult, each side of the leg will have a top and
bottom piece.

Working from a slide Annie provided, Pauline
chose paint colors to blend with the projection
on the back wall. The question was where to
paint them… storage was too cold at the time.
Even the garage was too
cold, so a workshop was
set up in Pauline’s living
room and kitchen. The
eight 4’ x 5’ panels for the
After conferring with Pauline Klemmer,
street scene are now
Set Design chairperson, the set construction
painted and assembled.
crew of Larry Anderson and Gary Leonard
When the street scene side
constructed these “legs”, each 10 feet tall by 4
of each leg was finished
feet wide, in the shape of a triangle with a difLarry and Gary, assisted
ferent scene on each of the three sides. Actors
by new member Gene
will be turning them during the show to one of
Simmons, painted the black and brown base
the three sides for each scene change.
colors.
The legs were constructed of 2 x 4’s, on
Pauline, Katie Iversen, Mike and Val
hinges for ease of teardown. They were fasAndres (new club members), will line out the
tened to a heavy wood triangle base. Each of
the four bases have a hole in the center for the brick pattern on eight of the panels. Larry and
placement of a 5-gallon bucket of water with a Gary also built a podium and three benches for
lid. This bucket of water stabilizes the legs and the mission scene. They are putting the finishing touches on Nathan’s newsstand.
prevents tipping due to its extreme height.
Each wood base has three casters, making it
A test run to see how everything worked
easy to turn to the desired side for that scene. was completed on February 24th, 25th and
Normally, the 2 x 4 frames would be
covered with stiff canvas with a short throw
projector casting the image onto the leg. Since
we’re not at the point where we can afford 4
short throw projectors, we are attempting experimenting this year doing it manually.
Instead of stretched canvas, our construction crew cut two 4-foot-wide by 5-foothigh pieces of Luan plywood for each side of

26th during stage rehearsals. The actors practiced turning the legs between sets in a timely
manner during the scene changes. So far everything is working as planned. Gulp!
It’s been a fun experience and a total
experiment in faith! With any luck everything
will work, Annie’s vision becomes a reality,
and everyone will enjoy a great show!
Welcome a new era in Drama Club Set Design!
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A Peek Behind the Curtain - Katie Iverson

Second, it would be amazing to
be Elphaba in Wicked, cause
she is green and rises from
stage and sings those fabulous
Stephen Schwartz songs! And
finally, Christine, in The Phantom
of the Opera, amazing music
with sets and costumes and effects. I can’t pick just one.

She entered through the backstage doors, timidly, quietly. It was hustle and bustle, rehearsal was in full swing,
as opening night was rapidly approaching for, “A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum”.
It was spring of 2018. She slipped into the darkness to
watch. Her role, the virgin “ Philia”, was hers but was
not to be….this time.
Katie is such a dear name. Is Katie your birth
name?
My real name is Kathryn, and my mom and dad still call
me “Kathy”. There were too many Kathy’s in the 60’s,
so they started calling me “Kate” in high school, but
somewhere in college they started calling me “Katie”.
Where were you born and raised? Where did
you spend your early years?
I was born in Carthage, IL and raised on a farm near
Augusta, IL. We raised pigs, cows, corn, soybeans. It
was very isolated and I didn’t have anybody close in
age to me, so I spent a lot time alone practicing piano,
flute, guitar... and singing on the roofs of our hog sheds.
They were just the right size to pretend to be a stage.
You are known to audiences in Grand for your
acting and singing. When did you first discover
you had this gift? Did you perform as a child?
Music has been a part of me since forever. I started
piano at 7, and playing organ in church when I was 12.
I always sang in high school choirs and took flute and
piano and guitar lessons. But this was in a very, very
tiny farming community. I was blessed with an excellent
piano teacher, Mrs. Black. I never considered myself as
a performer, since so much was at church and school
functions. My graduating class was 32 – and that was
four towns consolidated!
Have you been professionally trained in any of
your talents?
Not really. Mrs. Black was a great piano teacher. But I
never took singing lessons. Wendell (Katie’s husband)
and I sang with the Colorado Symphony Orchestra Chorus – professional in sound, but nobody in the chorus
gets paid. The conductor was very strict and super
smart. I learned so much there singing with an amazing
orchestra and hearing world class soloists and singing
under famous conductors. It was inspirational.
If you could have a dream acting role on stage or
TV, who would you like to portray?
Wow, you are really making me think here. OK, three
things: First, I have ALWAYS wanted to fly. So I would
LOVE to be Mary Poppins cause she gets to fly.

What has been your biggest personal challenge? (Without the
details of your illness I would have to ask your
permission to speak about it. I saw your rendition of “Tomorrow” which was so inspiring.
Would you be willing to approach this topic?)
(Katie was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma in February 2018).
Sure, I don’t mind talking about the cancer. It was a
journey with so many lessons – wonderful lessons -- for
me. But I was lucky to have a loving husband and so
many, many supportive friends. But my biggest personal challenge was not the cancer though. It was going
through a divorce in my twenties. It taught me much
empathy for women stuck in toxic relationships.
Katie Iverson

If you could write a script for the future, what
would you like to see regarding how you would
be spending your time?
Mmmm. Definitely not as much time at doctors’ offices!
I know that God has His eye on the sparrow, and that
means that I’m not going to write anything myself. I’ll
trust that everything will be fine in the end. And if it’s not
fine, then it’s not the end.
You always have the most wonderful smile for
everyone. What motivates you to exude this positive and uplifting attitude?
We have SO much to be grateful for here. I think it’s just
knowing that we are blessed to be in such a loving and
friendly community. I think what motivates me is the
opportunity to try new things and improve old things, and
the joy of working with my friends in plays and shows.

It is March 20, 2020, opening night of “Guys and Dolls”.
The little gal who once sang atop her hog barn, is now
appearing as Sarah Brown, the local mission worker.
And it might be safe to say, Sarah may be a virgin, since
she sings she has “never been in love before…..”
March also marks Katie’s 15 month diagnosis.
She continues to be in remission.

February’s Membership Social
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Sunshine Committee

Applause photography credits: Cathy Brenner

Welcome New Members
Eddy Biren
Soni Durham

Larry McKnight
Susan Martell

GET YOUR TICKETS FOR
CABARET PLAYERS
“Grins ‘n Giggles”
March 12, 13 and 14, 2020
www.granddrama.com
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Performance
Cimarron Night Club

On occasion, members become ill or injured. We
have a Sunshine Committee, and we have put a process in place to ensure we do not miss anyone going
through such times.
If you or someone you know has illness or injury, please contact Gerri Staffiery by phone at 623-374-7917 or
gerri@staffiery.com so she can mail appropriate cards. Gerri
will contact the member or member's family before any public
communication.
The committee is working on a service to provide food and
transportation, or other needed help. That will be the
“understudies”. Look for more information and how you can
volunteer.
Interested in joining one of the most enjoyable and
friendly clubs in Grand? Visit www.granddrama.com for
more info. Do you have an article for the newsletter?
Submit ideas to Pat Carnahan at pac2maui@gmail.com
or Ila Chanin at chaninrn@hotmail.com.
Follow us on Facebook or search Grand Drama.

On Stage, Back Stage, A Place for Everyone

