March 2022

Volume 4
Issue 3

ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

MIXING POLITICS WITH LAUGHTER

eNote
In this issue of Applause, you will
see many wonderful photos of our recent successful run of “Guys and
Dolls.” I hope most of you had the
pleasure of attending this outstanding
production. Kudos to Annie Banton
and her production team for resurrecting this fabulous musical and the performers and all the behind-the-scenes people that
made this possible.
As a board member, and your president, and a
thespian, I have the advantage and privilege of witnessing the many plans and hands it takes to put on a
typical production. It is our selfless volunteers who
are the foundation and glue of all we present to our
patrons. It is our Design and Construction committee
who work in a dusty, warehouse to create our magnificent sets to the finishing touches when they bring it to
the stage. It is the special attention given to our dedicated casts by costumes, wigs, hair stylist, and makeup teams. I know those who silently and methodically
pull, tug, and move the sets under dim lights. The
members who make the lighting and the sound work.
Our ushers, who are the first members to greet our
patrons and the hospitality team that make our cast
parties special. I know the planners, the members
who select the plays, the ones who market and sell
tickets for our shows. The stage managers ensuring
everyone is where they are needed and when. I see
these folks when I see productions come to life on the
stage. I also see the joy and satisfaction and comradery of a job well done. We owe them our gratitude.

We currently have 185 members. Just imagine if
we had 100 volunteers! One thing I discovered in my
years living in Grand, is the myriad of skills and talents
we all bring to our community and the desire to feel
productive and useful.
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“The Outsider” written by Paul Slade Smith, does just
that. This satire gives one an imaginary (or not) look at the innermost workings of modern politics. Directed by Eileen Brooks, and
produced by Kathy Marker, the play is sure to delight with it’s
comedy, quirky twists and characters. Politics is boring, and we
all have our favorite news feed to agree with, but there will be no
changing channels from this amusing plot as the insiders mold
the outsider to an insider when the unlikely blindsides them all!
Actually, complementing our member cast, we have an
“outsider” appearing in this production. Many may remember
Mark Clemente, who directed and appeared as a main
character in “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum”, our 2019 musical. Mark plays the ever
faithful character, Dave Riley. He is quite at home on
our stage and is far from an outsider to our club.
Many of your favorite actors appear along with Mark:

Judy
Shields as
Paige Caldwell

Rosalie
Chapman
as Louise
Peakes

Dave Sikes
as Ned
Newley

Jeff Martini
as Arthur
Vance

Pat Halon
as Rachel
Parsons

Peter Nonas
as A.C.
Peterson

“The Outsider” was originally produced by Peninsula Players
Theatre in Wisconsin. The production opened June 16, 2015. The
following is part of a review from the premiere.
"The political system in this country is broken, if we are to
believe popular opinion. Paul Slade Smith's play... takes on that
notion with hilarious results. The production's success is found
in its ability to strike responsive chords in the audience as [we]
recognize political foibles that are all too familiar -- the weaknesses that are inherent in a democracy demanding an informed
and committed electorate. But at the same time, we know in our
hearts, as Ned Newley says, “that government, when it works
right, can do something good”. “The Outsider” is anything but
didactic. It is a fun-house mirror held up to reflect our system of
government, including our role in it. Some of us tend to rant as
we express our frustrations with our political structure. Maybe
laughter is the best medicine. - Peninsula Pulse

Tickets on sale NOW!
PURCHASE HERE
Cabaret Players
March 3 - 5, 2022
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eNote (cont’d)
And that is exactly what happens when you volunteer.
Getting to know your fellow members, and finding things
you have in common, places you have lived, and talents you
share and learning something new are all extra bonuses
when you volunteer.
Your time is all we ask, just a few hours and in return
for the satisfaction of contributing and a job well done. If
we all contribute, we all benefit, and we create a club unlike
any other: one that nurtures its members in pride and accomplishments, which is quite contagious when you volunteer!

The club needs you, “On stage, backstage, a place for
everyone.” We cannot continue to flourish without you.
Please contact me personally or any one of the Board
members who will be more than happy to point you to
where you might find this reward. If you have offered to
volunteer and have never been contacted, we want to know
that too, so we can improve that process.
Eileen

PICTURES ARE WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS - NO WORDS ARE ADEQUATE TO DESCRIBE “GUYS AND DOLLS”
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KUDOS TO THE PRODUCTION TEAM FOR THEIR AWESOME BACKGROUND SCENES
From the streets of NY, to the mission interior, up town to the Hot Box Club, down to Cuba (via jet),
and farther down to the sewer; you were there!

2022 - 2023 Board of Directors
President - Eileen Brooks
Vice President - Jolene Nerdahl
Treasurer - Kathy Marker
Secretary - Pat Carnahan
Director-at-Large - Sandra Greenberg
Director-at-Large - Kathy Dennis
Director-at-Large - Flo Katcher
Director-at-Large - David Zirkle

Patrick

Watts

March 4

Len

Weakland

March 8

Stanley

Debber

March 15

Donald

Panther

March 19

Valerie

Andres

March 20

Judy

Owen

March 27

Sharon

Copenhaver

March 27

WELCOME NEW and returning
MEMBERS!
Art Carlson

Conrad Kreick

Jackie Taylor

2022 Drama Club Main Stage Calendar
Play/Performance

Date

“The Outsider”

March 10, 11, 12, 13, 2022

“The 22nd Annual
Variety Show”

April 7, 8, 9, 10, 2022

THE PLAYS
The Outsider by Paul Slade Smith is a political satire/fairy
tale about an honest, competent, humble guy, Ned Newley,
who becomes governor. Ned doesn’t even want to be Governor. He’s terrified of public speaking; his poll numbers
are impressively bad. To his ever-supportive Chief of Staff,
Ned seems destined to fail. But political consultant Arthur
Vance sees things differently. Ned might be the worst candidate to ever run for office. Unless the public is looking
for… the worst candidate to ever run for office.
Director: Eileen Brooks
Producer: Kathy Marker
Stage Manager: Donna O'Donnell Figurski

The 22nd Annual Variety Show. Creator and Director, Joyce Stern Greenberg, promises an entertaining show
featuring music and performances spanning 100 years of
show business. There will be comedy, singing and the
Grandettes performing. A Sun City Grand tradition, our
22nd production!

The SCG Drama & Comedy Club will have a booth for
the first time at the Dysart Unified School Festival of the Director: Joyce Greenberg
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl
Arts on March 26, 2022. The district will be holding
Stage Managers: Donna O’Donnell Figurski
their annual Festival of the Arts from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
and Leanne Evans
Valley Vista High School.

Editor’s note: The vision for our newsletter is captured in the title, “Applause”, focusing on the many performances, celebrations,
and accomplishments, both professional and personal, of our members. Did you know, this is our 4th year, and all of the past
issues can be found on our WEBSITE. When you have something to share, please send to Pat Carnahan, editor, at
pac2mau@gmail.com. “Applause” is for and about you!

