ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

May 2020

E-note….
Dear members,

“The Show Must Go On”
Well we have all been social distancing now for
about 6 weeks, but that has not stopped the energy and ingenuity that our wonderful club members have and share virtually. I love seeing and
hearing about all the special projects, and generous and creative ways members are occupying
their time to get through this difficult time. I’m
grateful that we can see each other virtually, but I
look forward to actually being with all of you.
A special thanks to Pat Carnahan and Jolene
Nerdahl for doing such a wonderful job of keeping
us connected. Pat through the newsletters and
facilitating E-blasts, and Jolene for keeping us up
to date on the Website.
The committees’ chairs and their teams are indispensable to the club’s operations and success. If
you haven’t already visited our website to view
their profiles and charters, please do. We had a
successful ZOOM Committee Chair meeting. The
purpose of our Committee Chair meeting is to
share what is working and what isn’t; find opportunities to change what isn’t working, assist each
other, and explore new ideas and opportunities to
continue the club’s growth and success. The midyear survey results were a focal point of our discussion.
Some Current Committee Projects:
The Entertainment Committee is
coming up with ideas to keep us connected and provide some fun, like
the NAME THAT TUNE game on
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May 5, 2020, hosted by Katie Iverson.
Howard Klemmer is initiating a club YouTube channel. More to
come on that project, we think it will be a wonderful addition to
our club.
Marketing and the season tickets
committees are continuing to
strategize on keeping us in the community’s view.
The dance committee is working on planning for the future.
The education committee is offering a
ZOOM Stage Manager’s Class, taught by
Annie Banton. We need stage managers.
On the technology front, we are working on electronic
payments, streamlining processes and forms and integrating video conferencing into our ongoing club business functions.
While we are not sure what the next few months holds in store for
us, we are preparing for next season and remain flexible. Through
the use of Zoom meetings we have been able to remain productive
and connected.
As most of you know, we have chosen the directors for the 2020-21
season. Our October show, “Farce of Nature” has been cast and
will begin rehearsal. Our December show, “The Unexpected
Guest” will have auditions next week. Show production meetings
and even some initial set work have begun.
The new board members will begin their term starting May 1,
2020. We look forward to working with them. We are fortunate
that our exiting board members will be there through an extended
transition period. In addition, Jolene and John Nerdahl will still
be contributing their time, talents and experience with the board
serving on the ad hoc President’s Advisory committee.
I cannot say enough about the 2019-2020 board’s work, accomplishments and commitment to our club. I am indebted to them.
We will celebrate them when we can all gather together again.

Stay healthy and safe!
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CLASSES WITH GRAND LEARNING:
A GOOD START
by Bill Shields

Offering theatre classes through Grand Learning was a
first for the Drama Club. The Education Committee
thought that offering the classes in partnership with
Grand Learning would make our classes available to
the wider SCG community and as a result might entice
non-members to consider joining the Drama Club.
We began by offering four classes: Acting 101 and Acting 102, taught by Eileen Brooks; Sound Engineering,
taught by Larry Dirksen and Patrick Watts; and Stage
Management, taught by Annie Banton.
Only the first acting class and the sound engineering
class were taught; however, Acting 102 and Stage Management had to be cancelled because of CAM’s closing
facilities due to the Covid 19 pandemic. The CAM shutdown came between the first and second Sound Engineering class sessions. Fortunately, Patrick and Larry
were able to go off site for the second session, so the
theory taught in the first session of the class could be
demonstrated with live equipment.
Twenty-seven people enrolled in the classes; twentytwo were not Drama Club members. So, we achieved
our goal of enrolling a significant number of nonmembers. Another positive is the fact that the two classes that were taught were rated as “excellent” by virtually all who enrolled. So, we confirmed what we know
at the outset … we have some very talented instructors
in the Drama Club.
On the downside, we encountered some “housekeeping” difficulties including mastering the ins and
outs of the Grand Learning process, for example, the
way the classes were shown in the Grand Learning catalog and the process of how students were to pay two
different fees, one to Grand Learning and the other to
the Drama Club. When we can meet again, the Education Committee will address and correct these issues
prior to offering classes in the fall.
We understand that there is some interest among the
club members for classes on a wider variety of topics,
for example, lighting techniques, stage construction,
and auditions training. Once things get back to normal,
the committee will survey club members about what
they would like to have us consider offering in the future.
I want to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Education Committee, to thank Eileen, Larry, Patrick, and
Annie for their willingness to step forward to be part of
this “experiment.” I also want to acknowledge Marie
McDermott, Grand Learning Assistant. She was extremely helpful and cooperative in this whole process.

WHAT IS A STAGE MANAGER?
If you were to walk backstage at any theatrical performance, it would seem
slightly chaotic. In one corner, there might be actors
rehearsing their lines while
props are being inventoried
and organized. Dressers
standing ready to assist actor’s changes quickly, while
the crew stands by ready to
carry furniture onstage for
the next scene.
However, in the center of all of that chaos is a critically
important person: the stage manager. The stage
manager coordinates all of the different aspects of a production, from the costumes, sets, and props to actors
and rehearsals, so that everything runs smoothly. To
survive as a stage manager, you need to be organized in
every respect, have good interpersonal skills, and possess a keen eye for all the details that need to be tended
to in a production.
Wow, is that all? Fortunately we have Annie Banton
who will clearly lay out the process, giving you the tools
and confidence to be a stage manager.

Stage Managers are one of the
most important jobs in our productions.
Annie Banton will be teaching “Stage
Manager Team”, Stage Manager
Classes:
on
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, 1- 3pm via

Zoom!
MORE INFO TO COME AND HOW TO REGISTER OR
CONTACT ANNIE AT abanton1@cox.net

Play “NAME THAT TUNE”, May 5, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Send email to message@granddrama.com to register.
Bill Shields is a retired college president and chair of the Drama
Club Education Committee. If you have a suggestion for a class
or would like to be part of this exciting committee, please contact
Bill at: was14@pitt.edu
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Congratulations Cast
FARCE OF NATURE
Wanelle Wilburn...................Paula McKenny

AUDITIONS
for The Unexpected Guest
May 7, 2020 at 6:30 - 9:00 pm

D. Gene Wilburn.....................Richard White

May 12, 2020 at 6:30—9:00 pm

Jenna Sealy.................................Cathy Pierce

Please email Director,

Maxie Wilburn Suggs.............Jill Kirkpatrick

Van Rockwell for an audition slot.

Carmine DeLuca.........................Peter Nonas

Ty Wilburn....................................Dan Harris
Lola Barbosa..........................Fern Bentkover

Cell: 602-369-2216
Email: v

Sonny Barbosa............................Fred Stenzel
Roxanne Thorne........................Katie Iverson
Director, David Seaburg
Producer, Leanne Evans
Stage Manager, Flo Katcher

October 15-18, 2020
The non-stop hilarity of this Southern-fried
farce highlights one day in the life of the
Wilburn family of Mayhew, Arkansas.
INTRODUCING VAN ROCKWELL, Director

and Blacklisters for Brelby Theatre, just to name a few.

Van Rockwell has been selected to
direct “The Unexpected Guest”,
making his SCG Drama Club directorial debut. No stranger to Agatha
Christie's mystery plays, Van is excited for the opportunity and challenge
of directing another serious who-done
-it mystery and finding moments of
comedy in an otherwise serious script.
Though comedy seems to be his calling, he is excited to
expand his directing and learn from some wonderful people in the valley he hasn't had the pleasure of working
with yet. He already believes SCG Drama Club will be
such a venture.

Van has also written and directed his own original piece
titled Oppressed for the Phoenix Fringe Festival as well
as directed Sexual Perversity In Chicago and The Compleat Wrks of Wllm Shkspr (Abridged) for his shortlived company Excellent Cake Theatre while he was finishing his undergrad degree at Arizona State University,
where he directed Love & Human Remains for his senior
thesis capstone.

Previous directing credits include Miss Nelson Is Missing
for Limelight & Studio 3 Youth Theatre; She Kills Monsters for Mesa Encore Theatre's main stage, Boy Gets
Girl, Jesus Hopped The A-Train, Seasons, After All These
Years... I Still Hate You, and Right Bed, Wrong Husband
for Mesa Encore Theatre's black box space; Four Weddings and an Elvis, A Murder is Announced, and You
Can’t Take It With You for Starlight Community Theatre;

When not directing Van likes to dabble on stage as a performer. He has been in several productions at Mesa Encore Theatre, Fountain Hills Theatre, Stray Cat Theatre,
and Scottsdale Community Theatre.
Van thanks Jolene and Eileen and everyone at SCG Drama Club who has made him feel welcomed, and he looks
forward to meeting and working with the club members.
He is very appreciative to all the wonderful theatre folk
in the valley who have given him opportunities and keep
supporting local live theatre in his home state of Arizona.
He added, “I can’t wait to work with you all in some capacity.”
We are excited to have him join our director team at Sun
City Grand. Welcome Van!
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WITH ALL THIS TIME ON OUR HANDS, WHAT ARE WE DOING?
I did my first cross stitch in 1988. It was a Christmas Stocking for my first grandchild
Amanda. She’s now been in the Navy for 8 years and is the mom of four little one’s of her
own. Through the years I’ve done many more projects, mostly as gifts for family and
friends. My last completed projects were 10 years ago when I was home recovering from
knee replacement surgery. One hangs in my living room. The
other in my bedroom.
I decided to start a new project that I’ve had for maybe 20
years. It’s Santa for all Seasons. I’ve completed a Witch Santa
for Halloween and Easter Bunny Santa. I started Uncle Sam
Santa who will be followed by Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Valentine’s Day. I intend to make each a pillow cover.

Kathy
I redid my backyard I took out all of the
bad stuff and put in some new plants
which is Arizona friendly that needs
little watering.
My music room has been calling me. After many years of
not having time to play I have
restarted my "Second Time
Around" piano book as well as
some Ragtime pieces on my
piano.
Sunnie

I memorized all my passwords.

I took all my fruit off the trees and put
them out in front of my house for people t0 pick up, which was good, and
they did take my oranges and grapefruit. I just go to Sam's Club and to
Walmart and that's about all I've done,
everything else is closed down!

In spite of my
ever expanding
belly, I was
able to paint
my toenails.

Let's hope that we can beat this thing .
God bless you all. Stay healthy, wash
your hands and will see you soon !

Linda

Ralph

I rescued Marley. A long saga to
tell, but he was left outside accidentally during an owner’s illness,
and he went missing for two
weeks. My friend found the owner,
who had given him up for dead,
replaced him with a new kitty, and
did not want him anymore!
I find out he was a show cat,
an Abyssinian!
Marley survived in
the wild for two
weeks!

Now it’s just “Marley
and me”.

Gene

My boyfriend, Hank, and I have been packing up the
picnic basket with fried chicken, coleslaw etc. along
with a bottle of wine.
We head on down to
the lake where we
exchange greetings
with passers by,
thereby satisfying
our need for socialization.
On a side note, take a
pass on Sonoran Plaza, “Officer Krupke” will make
you leave!

June

I will want to know where the PLUS PLUS sizes will
be as I have tried all kinds of new recipes.
The best was the cheesecake …..better
than Cheesecake Factory. MMMM...
Sunnie
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What I have done…..Suzanne

Dear Reader,
As our days in quarantine stretched into weeks, I found
ample time to examine the imponderable questions
which befuddled philosophers and theologians, some for
centuries. I now share the answers with you.
by John Kelleher

•

“How many angels can dance on the head of a pin?”
None. They are too busy working on all our pleas
for help, healing, and other assistance to dance anywhere, anytime.

•

“Why did the dinosaurs go extinct?” These same
angels, who were supposed to help the dinosaurs,
were too busy rearranging the universe of celestial
bodies so that a meteor of this magnitude would
never strike earth again.

•

•

“If a tree falls in the forest and there is no one
around to hear it, is there ‘sound’?” Of course. The
sound waves ricochet off the neighboring trees and
fall to the ground. Little creatures of the forest hear
it and scurry to safety (that is, if they are not crushed
by the fallen tree).
“Is there intelligent life on other planets?” No. Science Fiction writers have proven that, if there were,
they long ago would have come here. With their
superior intelligence they would have established
global fast food franchises years and years before
they first appeared.

•

“Will Artificial Intelligence (AI) ever become a reality?” No. True intelligence can’t be “artificial”. We
need to find another name.

•

“Is there really a Santa Claus?” Absolutely. He has
a Facebook page and a phone number.

•

“Is, I think, therefore I am, a truism?” Certainly
not. There are those who are “am” without ever
thinking.

•

“Why is 999 not a telephone area code?” It can’t
be. The number “9” is the last single digit so 999
signifies completion (and the end of this silly exercise with which I have had so much fun).

•
•
•
•

A book for my grandsons - A grandparent's gift
of memory. (I have one for each of my grandsons)
Decorate my house online.
Organize my closet and garage.
Call all my friends , I haven't talked to in a
while.

My wife Gloria and I
cut and sewed fabric
face masks for ourselves and 150 “close”
friends!
Larry
I have been making face
masks free for my family,
friends and for several nurses upon request. I have
made over 200 masks so far.

Vivi

AZ UFO?

Beading
1000 piece crossword puzzles
Hiking
Books
Baking – trying new recipes
Pat

CONGRATULATIONS CATHY AND TERRY!
Cathy Brenner and Terry Pierce had plans to be
married in New York this May, surrounded by
family and friends, and to honeymoon in England. With the world changing minute by minute, they decided not to wait any longer.
Cathy and Terry were married on Friday afternoon, April 3, 2020 at
Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church, in Sun City Grand. Although many of
the “traditional” wedding plans were altered, they managed to celebrate
their special day, complete with a rehearsal dinner! After their virtual
Hawaiian honeymoon, they settled into married life. But hey, wouldn’t
quarantine be the best place for a honeymoon!
It’s official - as noted over their door ! Congrats to the couple.
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Thank you for taking the 2019-2020 mid-year survey. Below are the actual
screen shots from the results.
The anonymous results were separated from emails.
One-hundred eleven (111) members took the survey.
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2020-21 Drama Club Main Stage Calendar
Play/Performance

Date

“Farce of Nature”

October 15, 16, 17, 18, 2020

“The Unexpected Guest”

December 3, 4, 5, 6, 2020

“Guys and Dolls”

February 19, 20, 21, 26, 27,
28, 2021

“The Outsider”

March 18, 19, 20, 21, 2021

“The 22nd Annual Variety
Show”

April 22, 23, 24, 25, 2021

2020-2021 BOARD MEMBERS
Eileen Brooks, President
Judy Shields, Vice President
Kathy Marker, Treasurer
Pat Carnahan, Secretary
Ila Chanin, Member-at-Large
Anne Cohen, Member-at-Large
Flo Katcher, Member-at-Large
Sandra Greenberg, Member-at-Large
Marie Larsen, Member-at-Large
And people stayed at home.
And read books.
And listened
And they rested
And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And stopped and listened
More deeply
Someone meditated, someone prayed
Someone met their shadow
And people began to think differently
And people healed.
And in the absence of people who
Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless.
The earth began to heal
And when the danger ended and
People found themselves
They grieved for the dead
And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
And created new ways of living
And completely healed the earth
Just as they were healed.
Poem written in 1869.
Reprinted during the 1919 pandemic, the Spanish Flu.

THE PLAYS
Farce of Nature by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope, and
Jamie Wooten: This Southern-fried farce highlights one
day in the life of the Wilburn family of Mayhew, Arkansas. The struggling family fishing lodge, the Reel
‘Em Inn, becomes the backdrop for a motley collection
of flawed characters stirring up a hilarious comedic
stew. In the deliciously funny romp that ensues, they
all hide, lie, disguise themselves, cross-dress, and slam
doors, while trying to figure out the source of an increasingly awful stench.
Director: David Seaburg, Producer: Leanne Evans,
Stage Manager: Flo Katcher.

The Unexpected Guest by Agatha Christie: When a
stranger runs his car into a ditch in dense fog in South
Wales and makes his way to an isolated house, he discovers a woman standing over the dead body of her
wheelchair-bound husband, gun in her hand. She admits to murder, and the unexpected guest offers to
help her concoct a cover story. But is it possible that
Laura Warwick did not commit the murder after all? If
so, who is she shielding? The house seems full of possible suspects.
Director: Van Rockwell, Producer: Jolene Nerdahl,
Stage Manager, Kathy Marker.

Guys and Dolls: All the hot gamblers are in town,
and they're all depending on Nathan Detroit to set up
this week's incarnation of "The Oldest Established
Permanent Floating Crap Game in New York"; the only problem is, he needs $1000 to get the place. Throw
in Sarah Brown, who's short on sinners at the mission
she runs; Sky Masterson, who accepts Nathan's $1000
bet that he can't get Sarah Brown to go with him to
Havana; Miss Adelaide, who wants Nathan to marry
her; Police Lieutenant Brannigan, who always seems
to appear at the wrong time; and the music/lyrics of
Frank Loesser, and you've got quite a musical.
Director: Annie Banton
Producer: Kathy Marker
Stage Managers: Jill Kirkpatrick, Flo Katcher and
Sharon Costa.

The Outsider: “The Outsider” is a political satire/
fairy tale about an honest, competent, humble guy
who becomes governor. Ned Newley doesn’t even
want to be Governor. He’s terrified of public speaking;
his poll numbers are impressively bad. To his eversupportive Chief of Staff, Ned seems destined to fail.
But political consultant Arthur Vance sees things differently: Ned might be the worst candidate to ever run
for office. Unless the public is looking for… the worst
candidate to ever run for office.
Director: Eileen Brooks
Producer: Kathy Marker

“The 22nd Annual Variety Show. Director Joyce
Greenberg promises to delight and surprise with a new
concept of a traditional favorite.
Director: Joyce Greenberg
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl

