ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

May 2022

eNote
Dear fellow club members,
We are coming to the end of a very
successful 2021-2022 show season,
with one more Cabaret Players show
in a few days and the next season
already in motion. This has been a
bit of a whirlwind season. We went from COVID
darkness, not knowing we would have a season, to
full throttle just before the season started.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to create that success. On stage, backstage and preseason.
Set design, set construction, sound and lights design
and execution, dancers, singers, actors, directors,
producers, stage managers, props, makeup, wigs,
hospitality, marketing, graphics, photography, ticket
sales, ushers, members of play selection, and director selection. Thank you for everyone who assisted
in meetings and special events, our newsletter and
communication team of 1 that keeps us connected.
Hopefully, I haven’t left anyone out. Thank you to
the Board who works tirelessly for the club and who
help make all of this happen and step in where there
is a need. It takes a village as they say.
As we approach next season, I would hope each one
of us thinks about how important each one of us is
to the success of the club and each other to contribute some of our talents and time. You don’t have to
do every show or every performance, or every hospitality event, but get involved. We need you and you
will have fun and maybe learn something new. Recruit a friend, contribute to the newsletter, do one
task at a show or an event, these all make a difference. So when you are called upon to help, please
do or we will have to think about not doing somethings we all enjoy and that would be a shame.
Looking forward:
Some of our initiatives going forward include reorganization of responsibilities, committee chairs and
approaches, giving members new opportunities in
areas of the club. An example of that is the new
group for Cabaret Players for next season, sharing
responsibilities and blending their time and talents
to create and share the work. We are looking forward to a new website, a membership drive, our
Sponsorship/Scholarship/Intern program, acting,
producer and directing classes.
See eNote p. 4
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FROM THE ‘20s TO THE ‘20s,
THE 22ND VARIETY SHOW HAD IT ALL
It was the idea of Joyce Stern Greenberg’s to present
our annual and loved tradition, The Variety Show, in
a storied manner. Her vision to feature the talents of
our dancers, actors and vocalists was through a compilation of highlights of entertainment over the past
100 years, From the ‘20s to the ‘20s. With so
much to choose from and so many moving parts, it
would be a huge undertaking and challenge. Originally scheduled for April 2021, the Board had to
make the hard decision to postphone the show in
anticipation of the closure of the Sagebrush stage due to the pandemic.

Fortunately, our 22nd Variety Show did go on in 2022. With the rousing opening number of “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” by the Grandettes,
the audience knew they were in for an evening of “Grand” entertainment. Many of the acts were old favorites, and some of the songs were
not so familiar, but Joyce created a blueprint to show off our Grandettes, vocalists and actors of the Drama and Music Clubs in the most
entertaining and enjoyable way.
Moving right along with
the witty interactions of
the emcee team of Paula
McKenny and Jim Haubrich, Howard Klemmer
gave a fun rendition of
an oldie,
“My Wife Is on a Diet”.

Appearing in a vision of glittering
fushia, Jean McCurdy belted out a
sultry version of “Some of These
Days”, a song made popular by
Sophie Tucker, known as “The
Last of the Red Hot Mommas.”

Cont’d p. 2
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FROM THE ‘20s TO THE ‘20s (cont’d)
Continuing down memory lane,
Sharon Costa sang a parody of
“Dearie” to Don Greenberg,
who did recall quite a few of
those those good old days!
Once performed on the radio
by Ethel Merman and Bing
Crosby, Sharon and Don presented a delightful duet.

Followed by an Abbott & Costello favorite, “Who’s on First”,
Rosalie Chapman and Sharon
Costa kept up with the quick
and confusing skit much to the
amusement and amazement of
the audience!

Removing the curly
wig and moustache,
Earle Greenberg returned to the stage
with a lovely tribute
to mothers singing
“Mama, A Rainbow”
from the Broadway
Production
“Minnie’s Boys”. As
if Earle’s beautiful
voice and the sentimental lyrics were not enough to create
this magical moment, photos of he and his mom Joyce illuminated the back screen. It was a very moving moment.
The trio of Fred Anderson,
George Isley and Tom Zades
moved us into the ‘40s as new
Army recruits soon learned
“Oh, How I Hate to Get Up in
the Morning.”
Joyce wove the popular song
written by Irving Berlin in 1918
into the scene depicting the
hatred of reveille by soldiers.

As Minnie Marx, Eileen Brooks gave some stern advice
(laden with guilt) to her 3 boys (the Marx brothers), played
by Wendell Iverson, Earle Greenberg and Daniel Harris.

Pamela Weir gave us goosebumps
and made our patriotic hearts flutter with her rendition of
“God Bless America”.

Thank You! Cathy Pierce for providing the great
photos of the Variety Show and our picnic!
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FROM THE ‘20s TO THE ‘20s (cont’d)

What is more adorable
than twins... triplets of
course! Kathy Boland,
Gerry Seaburg and David
Seaburg, added triple fun
to the stage as they portrayed the trio of siblings
in perfect triple unison of
love and ????

Expecting the laughs to come from the comedy skits and the
jokes, the audience was in for a surprising onslaught of hysterics. As Howard Klemmer serenaded his love, David Seaburg as Edna, a very full-bodied woman….one might say “is it
proper to laugh?” Oh my, try not to! Keeping his Klemmer

style cool, Howard caressed his love with song in, “You’re
Timeless to Me” from the movie “Hairspray”.
Taking a bit of convincing, he finally was able to persuade his
beauty she was the one for him, and would always be! This
delightful duet as Edna in turn serenaded Wilbur, complete
with a few lovely dance steps, they agreed that they were stuck
with each other to the bitter end. Timeless performance!

Presenting a beautiful medley from “Fiddler On the Roof”,
Mark Banton and his wife Annie, played the married couple
in the play. Memories came to life, as Mark recreated the
role of Tevye, one he has played before, and Annie of his
wife, Golde. From the forceful
Tevye to the touching song of
Golde, although a snippet of a
play, the Bantons created a magical moment.

Enter Harriet Fusaro, one of
our long-time favorites in our
Variety Shows. She did not disappoint in her “Harriet’s Lament”. In her spunky Harriet
style, she soon convinced all
there should be a song about a
gal named Harriet singing to
the tune of “Harrigan.” H A double R I E T, Harriet, that’s
me! Who better than George M. Cohan to write this Irish
tune, and who better than Harriet to sing it!
“When You’ve Got It,
Flaunt It”, from “The
Producers” featured
Sandy Greenberg. As she
channeled Ulla, Sandy
wowed the audience with
her voice and characterization. By melding together the voice, body
language, movements
and gestures of Ulla, Sandy gave the audience a great performance of a memorable song from a hit Broadway Play.
The Sunshine Boys, were originally two vaudeville comics, Al
Lewis and Willie Clark. The original Broadway production by
Neil Simon, has had many adaptations played by several actors including Walter Matthau and George Burns.
Daniel Harris and Stan Debber
didn’t leave any doubt on the
animosity they displayed towards one another, which became the basis for many who
portrayed the two cranky comics.

And of course John Koller, our
resident stand up comedian, was
happy to give everyone a lesson
in “You Might Be a Redneck.”

Linda Sheehan introduced
the classic comediennes of
the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s in a
delightful parody, “Some
Are Witty.” Appearing as
Lucy, Charlene Chapman
Madden; as Phyllis Diller,
Irene Richie; and as Cher,
Ruth Ann Carpenter.
With an amazing display of her
talent and range as a vocalist,
Katie Iverson belted out the extremely challenging “The Girl in
14G” made famous by Kristin
Chenoweth. Switching between
opera and jazz to imitate the
sounds she hears from 13G and
15G, confirmed what we all have
come to admire in Katie.

To access the program copy from the Variety Show which
identifies all involved in this production, click this link:
22nd ANNUAL VARIETY SHOW PROGRAM
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PLEASE NOTE THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 3, 2022 IS CANCELLED.

eNote (cont’d)
Again we will be calling on you for your ideas and contributions. We have set up an email for that purpose:
comments@granddrama.com
Board Changes:
Judy Shields, our Vice President, is retiring from the position but will remain co-chair of the play selection committee and as a talented actor to grace our stage. Please
join me in thanking her for her work and contribution as
an officer of the club.
As of May 1st, Jolene Nerdahl will be the Board Vice President, a position she has held previously. Please join us in
welcoming her to the team.
We have a board meeting planned on May 23, 2022 for
transition and planning.
I know many members are scattering for the summer, so
I wish you well. Have fun and please come back healthy
and ready to share at least a small part of your time and
talent with the club.

WELCOME NEW and returning MEMBERs
Kathy Boland
Laine Kinney
2022 Board of Directors
President - Eileen Brooks*
Vice President - Jolene Nerdahl**
Treasurer - Kathy Marker**
Secretary - Pat Carnahan*
Director-at-Large - Sandra Greenberg*

Director-at-Large - Kathy Dennis*
Director-at-Large - Flo Katcher**
*2021-2023 term
**2022-2024 term

Congratulations to the cast of
“The Occurrence”
October 19-22, 2022

Congratulations to the cast of
“The Curious Savage”
December 8-11, 2022

Director Annie Banton is pleased to announce the cast for this
WORLD PREMIER play, written by Robert O. Davis

Director Eric Schoen is pleased to announce the cast for this
play, written by John Patrick

Dr. Tom Fielding…………………….Jeff Martini

Mrs. Ethel Savage………………………Judy Shields

Martin Fielding……………………...Terry Pierce

Titus.....………...........…………..……...Dave Golden

Dorothy Fielding……..………………..Pat Halon

Samuel.........………………….…………Peter Nonas

Dr. Antoine Frederick…..……………Bill Shields

Lily Belle………...…….…...…………Fern Bentkover

Maureen McCarthy……....….Sandy Greenberg

Florence……………......……..……..….Katie Iverson

Maggie Timmins………………..….Cathy Pierce

Fairy....................…………………..….Cathy Pierce

Bean Feasa………………..…….Susie Hayunga

Hannibal....……………………....…….Dave Seaburg
Dr. Emmett........................................Sheridan Miller
Jeff......................................................Jim Haubrich

Jim

Haubrich

May 3

Mrs. Paddy......................................Paula McKenny

Sandy

Costello

May 5

John

Nerdahl

May 6

Miss Wilhelmina……...Charlene Chapman Madden

Mary

Panther

May 9

MEMBER NEWS

Jennifer

Pearce

May 10

Larry

Anderson

May 12

Barbara

Park

May 13

Cheri

Seith

May 17

William

Shields

May 21

Cathy

Pierce

May 22

Club member Jeff Martini will be appearing as Morrie in
Ghostlight Theater's production of "Tuesdays with Morrie". This two actor play is based on Mitch Albom's best
selling book, and is a delightfully funny and heartwarming story about an aging college professor and his lifelong student. Runs June 16 - June 26.

Migri

Lyons

May 22

Robert

Witkowski

May 23

Annie

Banton

May 30

Tickets at
ghostlightaz.com
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