October 2020

ON STAGE, BACK STAGE, A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

Dear Members,
We continue to pursue the use of the
amphitheater for lunchtime and evening
performances, and we will keep you posted. In the interim, we have possibilities,
opportunities and creative options. We
want to be ready when the opportunity
comes. We will be.

Issue 13

Remember October 2019?

Eileen

"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to
succeed is always to try just one more time."
Thomas A. Edison
“Persistence and resilience only come from having been given the
chance to work through difficult problems.”
Gever Tulley

Record attendance!

We will be together again!

October 29, 2020

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

FOR CURRENT INFO GO TO https://www.granddrama.com/
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GEARING UP FOR BAD ACTORS
Eileen Brooks, director for our first
Zoom play, “Bad Auditions on Camera” has completed auditions. There
are 17 cast members, the director and
his assistant, and 15 of assorted actors auditioning for the same role, that
of an attorney on a crime show. The
auditions as the actors display some
unusual “quirks”, provide their own
entertainment. Look for cast announcement soon.

Trivia Quiz
Have you ever wondered where some of our common
expressions come from? Many of them have interesting
origins or were actually common events. See how many
you know. Answers are on page 4.

1. Break the Ice
2. Bury the Hatchet
3. Give the Cold Shoulder
4. Jaywalker
5. Rule of Thumb
The cast will all perform via Zoom from their home.
6. Mind your p’s and q’s
The play will be edited by Jeff Martini. Eileen announced they will go into production next week, target- 7. Mad as a Hatter
8. Turn a blind eye
ing this Zoom play for viewing on October 29, 2020.
The program used is ShowShare who shares with
9. The Cat is out of the Bag
Broadway on Demand, and how people will view the
10. Piss Poor (this one is gross!)
play.

MEMBER NEWS
Suzanne Rosenthal writes:
During the pandemic, I rescued a dog. I was very resistant but my daughter and
grandsons thought it would be a good idea. My older grandson filled out many applications for me. I wanted a small dog that was already trained. Of course the dog
had to be cute.
My grandson got in touch with San Tan Rescue. They told him a Bichon was coming
in, and we met the owners of the rescue in Cave Creek by Petco.
There was my future member of my family. The founders of the rescue were seniors
and they were happy to give the dog to me. BUT...the dog came with the name Frodo. I could not relate. So as I am walking him in SCGrand I came up with the name
Brookie for Brooklyn. That is where I grew up, Brooklyn, NY. I adore Brookie and
so does my entire family.
From Gerri Staffiery
Richard (Gerri’s
husband) and I were in

esting and now we have antibodies so we can go anywhere and not scare people.

Squaw Valley (Lake
Tahoe) California. Richard got the Coronavirus immediately after
arriving and was in the hospital for 2 weeks and almost died. He was on oxygen (at the max) in the hospital and weaned off for the next few weeks after
coming home. He had 7 transfusions and is now
back to normal. I tested positive but had no symptoms (thank God).

People would literally move away from us when we
told them we had had the virus or tested positive even
though the Covid Council told us we were free
from giving the virus to anyone. We couldn't get in to see
a doctor because of the virus. We needed to get blood
tests but they wouldn't give them to us as they were
afraid even though we told them to call the Covid people
for validation. Even friends here were afraid to see us
when we returned even though we told them we were
free of Covid so it is kind of like the Scarlet Letter.

One of the worst parts was I was alone and unable to see him in the hospital. We spent most of the
summer in the house doing nothing so it wasn't an
exciting (in the good way) vacation, but it was inter-

I miss you all so much and can't wait to return to the
Drama Club. I pray we will be able to perform in the
near future. I especially miss all the entertainers we have
here at Grand. Being social has taken on a new meaning.

During this time of uncertainty, ALWAYS GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR CURRENT STATUS OF PLAYS. As a reminder, on our
website you will find all past issues of Applause, the current minutes of Membership and Board Meetings, as well as
minutes of past and current Cabaret Players’ Meetings. The new Membership Form will be there, as well as all forms to
volunteer. Our website is “LIVE”, and that means it is our “News of the Day”. Click to access our website:
https://www.granddrama.com/
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New Membership Application
for Drama Club

MEMBER NEWS

Our new membership application is about to
launch. This will offer folks an easy on-line method
to apply or renew membership, as well as an option
to update their information. The link will be posted
on our website for easy access. Rather than manually
typing on a spreadsheet, as soon as a member submits their membership fee, information will populate a roster. This will ensure information will always
be current, and in one place.
Some of the new line items are as follows:
 Primary phone number. The number you want
to be contacted on. Can be home phone or cell.
 Emergency Contact. This is optional.
 Option to select new member, returning member
or updating my info.

 31 areas of interest to chose from. This info will
feed into another spreadsheet so committee
chairs will be able to contact persons interested
in their committee.
 Birthday month and day. This is optional and
will be used to send a birthday greeting to members.
 Option to pay your membership using PayPal.
Easy and accurate. Get ready to CLICK TO SUBMIT.

What is intriguing, exciting, lyrical, musical,
diligent and creative going on in our club?

A small group is working diligently to put together a
mini musical for presentation in this environment of
COVID. The idea is to have cohabitating couples as
performers, so that they can interact, and not always need to stay socially distant with each other.
This will be made clear to audiences, and hopefully
will keep the audience comfortable with the performance.
The mini musical will be generic enough so that it
can be used anywhere at any time, looking at a
black box type setting with minimal costume and set
pieces. Using that premise we can perform wherever we are assigned, and are able to set up quickly
with a minimum of effort.
The group consists of Annie Banton, Katie Iverson,
Sandy Greenberg, and Cathy Pierce.

After their engagement, Cathy Brenner and Terry Pierce began
making plans for their wedding. Many of you may recall they
were planning to marry in New York in May, and honeymoon in
London. With the Coronavirus only spreading more, they had
to make a tough choice, the only choice, to cancel their plans;
but a happy choice to get married here in Arizona. Recently
they had a 3 day fun filled mini-moon in one of Arizona’s most
beautiful areas, Sedona and Prescott.
What is that saying, “Home is where the heart is”? Cathy and
Terry proved that is also true for the honeymoon.
On August 16th at around 5 p.m. I had
just finished a woodworking project for a
friend on my patio. After showering sitting on
my couch and looking out my patio door I was
alarmed to see I had a fire on the patio! I immediately went into shock mode - no shoes on
- the fire was raging. I grabbed my water hose
and was able to extinguish it before my house
was completely engulfed in flames.
During my project cleanup, I had placed my rags used for
staining plus the scraps of wood, along with the used can of
stain, in my trash can on the patio. The unthinkable happened.
It ignited into flames. It was one of those 100+ degree days. If
I had not been at home, or in an other part of my house, my
home would have burned completely to the ground. It happened that fast. My beloved friend Marley (my cat) would have
been lost. In short time, my storage bin melted and my plastic
trash can was transformed into a plastic
blob on my patio floor.
Word to the wise about combustion
that can happen from fumes when they
are packed in a hot trash can. Be wise my
friends and be careful.
Gene Simmons
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2020-21 Drama Club Main Stage Calendar
Play/Performance

Date

“Bad Auditions…. on
Camera”

October 29, 2020 (tentative)

“The Unexpected Guest”

December 3, 4, 5, 6, 2020

“Guys and Dolls”

February 19, 20, 21, 26, 27,
28, 2021

“Farce of Nature”

March 18, 19, 20, 21, 2021

“The 22nd Annual Variety
Show”

April 22, 23, 24, 25, 2021

THE PLAYS

“Bad Auditions...on Camera” - A Zoom Play
A casting director has one day to find an actor to fill
the role of a lawyer in a TV crime show. But what
seems like a simple task proves impossible when the
pool of actors includes stage thespians who can't tone
it down for the screen, performers completely unable
to keep themselves in frame, and an actor who seems
to believe this is a toothpaste commercial. Vote for
who you think should get the role when you step behind the doors of a casting session in this hilarious
comedy.
Director and Producer: Eileen Brooks

TRIVIA ANSWERS. HOW MANY DID YOU KNOW?
1. Port cities that thrived on trade suffered during the winter because frozen waters prevented commercial ships from entering the city. Ships known as icebreakers would keep supply lines open by breaking the ice and creating a path for
ships to sail through. People commonly refer to major life decisions as choosing a
path. This is why “breaking the ice” is often used to refer to the first interaction
between people before they begin a relationship.

2. This one dates back to the early North America when the settlers were in conflict
with the Native Americans. As part of the peace negotiation, the Native Americans were asked to bury all their hatchets, knives, clubs, and tomahawks literally
making their weapons inaccessible.
3. Ignoring or making one feel unwanted. Although giving someone the cold shoulder today is considered rude, it was actually regarded as a polite gesture in medieval England. After a feast, the host would let his guests know it was time to
leave by giving them a cold piece of meat from the shoulder of an animal.
4. Jay birds that traveled outside of the forest into urban areas often became confused and unaware of the potential dangers in the city – like traffic. Amused by
their erratic behavior, people began using the term “Jaywalker” to describe someone who crossed the street irresponsibly.
5. It is said that a 17th century English Judge ruled it was permissible for a husband
to beat his wife with a stick, given that the stick was no wider than his thumb. This
became known as the Rule of Thumb.
6. In the 17th century, pubs served beer in pints and quarts. If a patron was getting
drunk, the bartender might warn them to mind their p’s and q’s. Now the term
simply means to mind your manners, drunk or not.
7. To be completely crazy. In the 17th and 18th centuries poisoning occurred
among hat makers who used mercury, a poisonous substance unbeknownst at
the time, for the hat felt. The “Mad Hatter Disease” was marked by shyness,
irritability, and tremors that would make the person appear “mad.”
8. To ignore situations, facts, or reality. The British Naval hero, Admiral Horatio
Nelson, had one blind eye. Once when the British forces signaled for him to stop
attacking a fleet of Danish ships, he held up a telescope to his blind eye and said,
“I do not see the signal.” He attacked and was victorious.
9. Farmers used to bring piglets into market in a bag as they were very difficult to
catch if they got loose. Fraudulent farmers would substitute a cat for a piglet at
markets. If you let the cat out of the bag you revealed the lie or secret
10. Leather tanneries used to use urine to tan animal skins. To make some money, very poor families used to all pee in a pot and then take it to the tannery
where it could be sold. If you had to do this to survive you were “Piss Poor”.

The Unexpected Guest by Agatha Christie: When a
stranger runs his car into a ditch in dense fog in South
Wales and makes his way to an isolated house, he discovers a woman standing over the dead body of her
wheelchair-bound husband, gun in her hand. She admits to murder, and the unexpected guest offers to
help her concoct a cover story. But is it possible that
Laura Warwick did not commit the murder after all? If
so, who is she shielding? The house seems full of possible suspects.
Director: Van Rockwell, Producer: Jolene Nerdahl
Stage Managers: Donna O'Donnell Figurski and
Barbara Solmonson
Guys and Dolls: All the hot gamblers are in town,

and they're all depending on Nathan Detroit to set up
this week's incarnation of "The Oldest Established
Permanent Floating Crap Game in New York"; the only problem is, he needs $1000 to get the place. Throw
in Sarah Brown, who's short on sinners at the mission
she runs; Sky Masterson, who accepts Nathan's $1000
bet that he can't get Sarah Brown to go with him to
Havana; Miss Adelaide, who wants Nathan to marry
her; Police Lieutenant Brannigan, who always seems
to appear at the wrong time; and the music/lyrics of
Frank Loesser, and you've got quite a musical.
Director: Annie Banton
Producer: Kathy Marker
Stage Managers: Jill Kirkpatrick, Flo Katcher and
Sharon Costa.

Farce of Nature by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope, and
Jamie Wooten: This Southern-fried farce highlights one
day in the life of the Wilburn family of Mayhew, Arkansas. The struggling family fishing lodge, the Reel
‘Em Inn, becomes the backdrop for a motley collection
of flawed characters stirring up a hilarious comedic
stew. In the deliciously funny romp that ensues, they
all hide, lie, disguise themselves, cross-dress, and slam
doors, while trying to figure out the source of an increasingly awful stench.
Director: David Seaburg, Producer: Leanne Evans,
Stage Manager: Flo Katcher.

“The 22nd Annual Variety Show. Director Joyce
Greenberg promises to delight and surprise with a new
concept of a traditional favorite.
Director: Joyce Greenberg
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl

