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E-note…
Dear Members,
It’s time. It’s ABOUT time! We are
excited for opening night in October
when we are finally back on stage. It’s
very exciting for the club, but the audiences as well. Ticket sales are excellent!
The season is in full swing, beginning with Farce of
Nature. The cast is rehearsing, the set is being completed and soon there will be lights and sound. There’s still
time for you to get involved in the fun by volunteering
for makeup and ushers or working back stage. There is
a place for everyone.
The Unexpected Guest and Guys and Dolls will also
begin rehearsals shortly. The Cabaret Players will be
performing on the Cimmaron Theater stage in November. Lights! Action! Audiences! It is full steam ahead
for the Drama and Comedy Club.
Auditions for the March show, The Outsider, will be
held on October 19 and 20, 2021. More to come.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the October
5th Club meeting. It’s about time! Sandy Greenberg
and the membership team, along with Barbara
Solmonson’s hospitality team, and Howard Klemmer’s
entertainment team are planning a fun reunion. If you
haven’t sent in your RSVP yet, there is still time!
See you there!

Eileen
“Enthusiasm is excitement with inspiration,
motivation, and a pinch of creativity.”

FARCE: Crude characterizations and ludicrously improbably situations in choreographed confusion.
Farce of Nature - The Cast and Production Team
Front row: Daniel Harris, Cathy Pierce, Jill Kirkpatrick,
Flo Katcher, Judy Shields, Fern Bentkover.

Back row: Dave Seaburg, Leanne Evans, Jeff Martini,
Fred Stenzel, Katie Iverson, Peter Nonas.

The Longest Rehearsal
by Dave Seaburg

It is finally time to Reel ‘Em Inn! After experiencing a Covid hiatus of roughly 18 months,
Farce of Nature, the Sun City Grand Drama
Club’s season opening play will take to the
main stage October 21-24.
Due to the pandemic, production was slowed
down and finally halted as Covid protocol
posed challenges, which made rehearsing difficult. The play
was cast in the Spring of 2020. As facilities were shut
down, rehearsals still took place on Zoom. Cast members
congregated by their individual home computers and
logged into rehearsal. The actors were given drawings of
the set design on which they marked stage entrances and
exits with pencils. Visualization of the space was a key element, and detailed explanations to stage blocking was given as each actor worked on character development.

If you recall the Brady Bunch television show from your
childhood, well, “Here’s the Story!” Each actor showed up
in their own little square as they rehearsed lines with their
scene partners. The cast worked on facial expressions and
vocal inflections, but the work was only from the waist up.
Bo Bennett The characters started to evolve.
Cont. on p. 2

:Tickets on sale NOW! PURCHASE HERE
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“The Longest” (cont’d)
However, three members of the ensemble were
replaced due to health concerns. The director and cast
finally had to admit that rehearsing a play without
physical contact was a huge challenge and hurdle of
which they had grown tired. They agreed to take the fall
off but promised to work on their lines and characters
with the hope of presenting the play in the near future.
After what seemed like an eternity, or the longest
rehearsal ever, practice resumed on September 6, 2021.
The cast is ready and extremely eager to bring the season premier production to the main stage. Cast and
crew have had plenty of time to pay attention to all the
details of this wonderful show. It has been a huge time
commitment, a show of effort and love, and a demonstration of dedication from a very talented steadfast
troupe of actors.
We’ll see you at the Reel ‘Em Inn Lodge for lots of
laughs!

Dave

The Cabaret Players Committee met for
the first time in a long time on September 24th
in the Cimarron Nightclub. Co-chairs, Gerry
and Dave Seaburg were pleased to announce
the full season of the reader’s group is scheduled, and the November production, “It’s
Time to Laugh Again” will be November 11-13 in the
Cimarron theater. Plays, directors and cast members are:
Gin and Tonic - Directed by Stan Debber
Olive - Ila Chanin
Stan - Fred Stenzel
The Ketchup Bottle - Directed by Ralph Julianelle
Man 1 - Dave Seaburg
Man 2 - Ralph Julianelle
A Slight Misunderstanding - Directed by Gerry Seaburg
Janet - Barbara Park
Mom - Gerry Seaburg
Harriet - Rosalie Chapman
Maude - Irene Richie
The Speeding Ticket - Directed by Joyce Stern Greenberg
Starlight - Charlene Chapman Madden
Officer Brody - Don Greenberg
Officer Ellen - Sharon Costa

BUY YOUR TICKETS FOR
FARCE OF NATURE HERE!

Since our first decade, zero to age ten,
is January, I was actually entering the 8th
month, August, as I entered my seventies:
Midsummer! No fourth quarter for me! (Yet.)

Along the Way

by Tom Zades

Calendar of Life
I’ve written elsewhere about a vestige
from my school days that causes me to rejoice
with the arrival of spring and rue the arrival of
fall. I have finally realized that it was the connection to my youth and the eight or ten weeks
of “no school” that was really at play. And of
course the shortening of daylight hours accompanied the return to school.
Now it is the return of warmth and extended hours of daylight that are welcomed as
we approach summer. But now the longer
shadows and the fall colors are also welcome
sights - as the days grow shorter.
Many folks have made comparisons of
our lives to the months of the year, with the
fourth quarter indeed being the fourth quarter
of our lives. I remember suggesting as I entered my seventies that each calendar month
can represent a decade. (May as well go for it!)

Recently I found myself in January
2021 saying “Hello” to the day as I opened the
blinds in the morning, and saying “Goodbye”
to the day all too soon when closing the blinds
in the evening. I felt rather melancholy about
it for a time.
I thought of Macbeth’s “Tomorrow and
tomorrow...” soliloquy where he says “Life's
but a walking shadow, a poor player that
struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and
then is heard no more.”
But it soon dawned on me that I could
just as easily be saying “Hello” to the evening,
not “Goodbye” to the day. The day wasn’t over
– evening was beginning.
And so it is with our lives: We can
simply choose to say “Hello” to the evening
time of our lives, rather than saying
“Goodbye” to what we’ve passed along the
way.

Your feedback is always welcome, by the way.
Contact: tomzades@gmail.com
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2021-22 Drama Club Main Stage Calendar
Play/Performance
“Farce of Nature”

Date
October 21, 22, 23, 24, 2021

“The Unexpected Guest” December 9, 10, 11, 12, 2021
“Guys and Dolls”

February 10-13 and 18-20,
2022

“The Outsider”

March 10, 11, 12, 13, 2022

“The 22nd Annual Variety Show”

April 7, 8, 9, 10, 2022

New Digital Programs
by Jeff Martini

The Club will be introducing a new
approach to show programs this
year. The programs will be digital,
feature graphical content, including video and audio, as well as interactive links, and will
be available to patrons in advance of the performance.
In a nutshell, the show program is a better product, with
greater flexibility, that can be distributed to patrons at
any time and at any place, at a dramatically reduced
cost, and is environmentally friendly.

THE PLAYS
Farce of Nature by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope, and Jamie
Wooten: This Southern-fried farce highlights one day in the life
of the Wilburn family of Mayhew, Arkansas. The struggling family fishing lodge, the Reel ‘Em Inn, becomes the backdrop for a
motley collection of flawed characters stirring up a hilarious comedic stew. In the deliciously funny romp that ensues, they all
hide, lie, disguise themselves, cross-dress, and slam doors, while
trying to figure out the source of an increasingly awful stench.
Director: David Seaburg, Producer: Leanne Evans
Stage Manager: Flo Katcher.

The Unexpected Guest by Agatha Christie: When a stranger
runs his car into a ditch in dense fog in South Wales and makes
his way to an isolated house, he discovers a woman standing
over the dead body of her wheelchair-bound husband, gun in her
hand. She admits to murder, and the unexpected guest offers to
help her concoct a cover story. But is it possible that Laura Warwick did not commit the murder after all? If so, who is she
shielding? The house seems full of possible suspects.
Director: Van Rockwell, Producer: Jolene Nerdahl
Stage Managers: Donna O'Donnell Figurski and Barbara
Solmonson

Guys and Dolls, music/lyrics by Frank Loesser. All the hot gam-

blers are in town, and they're all depending on Nathan Detroit to
set up this week's incarnation of "The Oldest Established Permanent Floating Crap Game in New York"; the only problem is, he
needs $1000 to get the place. Throw in Sarah Brown, who's
A link to the show program will be emailed to patrons on short on sinners at the mission she runs; Sky Masterson, who
the Monday night of a show week. New patrons after
accepts Nathan's $1000 bet that he can't get Sarah Brown to go
Monday will receive their digital program link Wedneswith him to Havana; Miss Adelaide, who wants Nathan to marry
day night. One of the great advantages of the digital
her; Police Lieutenant Brannigan, who always seems to appear
program is the flexibility to make changes anytime, even at the wrong time.
last minute. There will be a very limited number of basic Director: Annie Banton
paper programs for those who may ask.
Producer: Kathy Marker
In addition to the show program, there will be a digital
sales program that will be designed primarily to generate excitement around the show and drive ticket sales.
This will be available earlier than the show program.

Your Drama Club continues to lead the way in applying
technology and forward thinking to create the ultimate
theater going experience for our patrons.

What is this??
Hint:
Larry
Anderson
and Gene
Simmons
have had a
hand in
this!

Stage Managers: Jill Kirkpatrick, Flo Katcher, and Sharon
Costa.

The Outsider by Paul Slade Smith is a political satire/fairy tale
about an honest, competent, humble guy who becomes governor. Ned Newley doesn’t even want to be Governor. He’s terrified of public speaking; his poll numbers are impressively bad.
To his ever-supportive Chief of Staff, Ned seems destined to fail.
But political consultant Arthur Vance sees things differently:
Ned might be the worst candidate to ever run for office. Unless
the public is looking for… the worst candidate to ever run for
office.
Director: Eileen Brooks
Producer: Kathy Marker
Stage Manager: Leanne Evans

The 22nd Annual Variety Show. Creator and Director,
Joyce Stern Greenberg, promises an entertaining show featuring
music and performances spanning 100 years of show business.
Director: Joyce Greenberg
Producer: Jolene Nerdahl
Stage Manager: Leanne Evans

Are you always in the know? Do you manage to be right in the midst of all the action? Would you like to have an excuse to
be “nosey”?? Join our NEWSLETTER team!
OR...do you have an item or photo to share? Please contact Pat Carnahan: pac2maui@gmail.com.
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Our annual Welcome Back Party
6:00 p.m.
Agua Fria Room

The Drama Club has a new
YouTube channel.
It can be found at Sun City Grand Drama and
Comedy Club - YouTube

The following videos are currently available:
• 2021 - 2022 Season Preview
• QR Code Contest Winner
• 2021 Promo Video
• Love Changes Everything: Putting it together
• Amp It Up
• Grand Drama Preparing for a Show
• Drama Club 2020 promo
NAME

BIRTHDAY

Martha White
Barb Riessen

October 3
October 4

Gerry Seaburg

October 11

Ralph Julianelle
Mark Emerick
Diane Brenner
John Steele

October 22
October 25
October 28
October 29

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Joyce Lange
Rick Maxwell
John Steele
Lynn Tocco

Club members Jeff Martini and Pat Halon were
featured actors this month in a commercial for a
Scottsdale area financial advisory firm.
The birthday list is
populated from
your application. If
omitted, please edit
your application if
you wish to be
listed.

They waived their performance fees and instead
directed them to be donated to the AriZoni Theater
Awards, a 503(c) non-profit organization,
which promotes the visibility, cooperation and
growth of theatres in the Valley.
Tom Piemme Honored
Many of our veteran members may remember Tom
Piemme. Tom was a long time Drama Club member
and former president. Recently at the AriZonis Awards,
Tom was honored in memorium. He served the theater
community as an AriZoni adjudicator. Tom is also credited for starting the Club’s season ticket program.

LAUGH
lines

I picked up a hitchhiker. He asked if I wasn’t afraid, he might be a serial killer? I told him the
odds of two serial killers being in the same car were extremely unlikely.
I went line dancing last night. OK, it was a roadside sobriety test ... same thing.
Don’t irritate old people. The older we get, the less “Life in prison” is a deterrent.

